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TRIBUTE TO ALVIN AND EULA 
BLANKENSHIP 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Alvin and Eula 
Blankenship of Council Bluffs, Iowa, on the 
very special occasion of their 80th wedding 
anniversary. 

Alvin and Eula’s lifelong commitment to 
each other, their daughter, two grandchildren, 
six great-grandchildren and three great-great 
grandchildren embodies our Iowa values. All 
five generations were on hand to help Alvin 
and Eula celebrate this very special day. I sa-
lute this devoted couple on their 80th year to-
gether and I wish them many more years of 
happiness. I know my colleagues in the House 
will join me in congratulating them on this mo-
mentous occasion. I wish them and their fam-
ily all the best moving forward. 

f 

HONORING LESTER L. STROUP 

HON. DOUG LAMBORN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the legacy of Lester L. Stroup, a vet-
eran, a former prisoner of war and a treasured 
member of the Colorado Springs community. 
Throughout his life, Lester proudly served and 
sacrificed for his country, then devoted the re-
mainder of this life to veterans’ organizations 
in the Pikes Peak Region. 

Lester joined the Army in 1949, during the 
Second World War, and was assigned to the 
artillery outfit of the 2nd Infantry Division. 
Shortly thereafter, he was deployed in defense 
of the Busan Perimeter following North Ko-
rea’s invasion of South Korea in 1950. Lester 
would be on the front lines only one month 
when his artillery battery was overrun and suf-
fered a defeat. Wounded and surrounded by 
Chinese forces, Lester and his unit were cap-
tured on December 1, 1950. A brutal 400-mile 
march to the Puchkin Mining Camp initiated 
Lester’s time as a prisoner of war, which 
lasted for exactly 1,000 days. 

While imprisoned at the Puchkin Mining 
Camp, Lester and 750 of his fellow American 
servicemen were compelled to act as their 
own burial detail. Every day, on the brink of 
starvation, these gallant soldiers went out in 
groups of 12 or 14 to dig shallow graves for 
prisoners who had died. In less than one 
years’ time, five hundred American prisoners 
of war perished in this camp, also known as 
the Death Valley Camp. When Lester was fi-
nally released, he was denied the Purple 
Heart Medal for lack of medical records main-
tained by the Chinese forces. 

Lester first retired in 1969 with 20 years of 
service in the Army, re-enlisting in 1970 and 

serving a voluntary combat tour in Vietnam. 
After retiring for good as a First Sergeant in 
1975, he dedicated his time and energy to the 
Rocky Mountain Chapter of the Ex-Prisoners 
of War, Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Retired 
Enlisted Association, Disabled American Vet-
erans, and American Legion Post 5. In 2006, 
Lester vigorously led the effort to erect a 
beautiful memorial that now stands in Colo-
rado Springs in memory of our POWs. 

Until he passed away on August 17, 2014 at 
the age of 84, Lester unsparingly gave of him-
self to his fellow ex-prisoners of war and other 
veterans. His legacy will now be carried on by 
Doris, his wife of 58 years, his children, his 
friends, and those with whom he associated 
as a volunteer. I am greatly honored to cele-
brate the life and service of Lester Stroup, a 
patriot whose uncommon and tireless devotion 
to his country will never be forgotten by his 
fellow citizens. 

f 

HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES BY 
VIETNAMESE AUTHORITIES 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the 
Vietnamese-American community is cele-
brating its 40th year in the U.S. We often think 
of 1975 as a time of tragedy and loss, as the 
Vietnam War ended with helicopters flying off 
the U.S. Embassy. But from tragedy has come 
hope and prosperity. The Vietnamese-Amer-
ican community has added so much to the 
American fabric. They are a shining example 
of an immigrant community, many who came 
here penniless refugees, who has made im-
portant contributions to the United States. 

The subcommittee I chair has held numer-
ous hearings on human rights in Vietnam and 
we have discussed a range of concerns, from 
restrictions on religious freedom to the jailing 
and torture of dissidents. 

From sex and labor trafficking to the censor-
ship of the press and Internet, the Vietnamese 
Government and Communist Party continues 
to be one of the world’s worst abusers of 
human rights. We may want to sweep that re-
ality under the table, paper it over by promises 
of security cooperation and trade deals. But 
that reality stares us in the face and requires 
us to ask whether U.S. policy really serves the 
people of Vietnam, people who want our lib-
erties and freedoms as much as our trade. 

The U.S. Government must continue to 
press the Vietnamese government on truly 
fundamental human rights issues, not only in 
human rights dialogue, but in all meetings with 
Vietnamese officials, at the highest levels from 
the U.S. President on down. 

Sixty-six percent of the Vietnamese popu-
lation is under 35, they don’t remember the 
war, they want their lives to look like those of 
their Vietnamese cousins in the U.S., in Aus-
tralia, and Canada. Our policies cannot only 

be directed at the Vietnamese elite in the 
Communist Party, but must focus on the peo-
ple of Vietnam. They are looking for U.S. lead-
ership; they are hungry for a U.S. policy that 
advances the rights and freedoms of the Viet-
namese people. They understand that if the 
U.S. sides with the Vietnamese Government, 
they will only receive crumbs from the Com-
munist Party’s table. 

Our economic, security, and freedom inter-
ests must be linked. The Vietnamese Govern-
ment needs U.S. security cooperation and 
economic benefits more than the U.S. needs 
Vietnam. We have leverage to bring about 
concrete changes in Vietnam. We must not 
give up or ignore this leverage. 

If human rights issues are not explicitly 
linked to our economic and security interests, 
we risk having discussions on trade and de-
fense moving forward, while human rights con-
ditions go backward. 

Trade between the U.S. and Vietnam has 
exponentially expanded since Vietnam was 
granted normal trade relations in 2000. If this 
expansion is to continue under the Trans-Pa-
cific Partnership, or TPP for short, then the 
American people should at least be assured 
that Vietnam, currently our 15th largest source 
of imports, is protecting basic freedoms. 

If the past is any indicator, Vietnam will re-
gress from political liberalization as soon as it 
gains preferential trade status. In 2007, after 
the United States lifted its long-standing objec-
tion to Vietnam’s membership in the World 
Trade Organization, Hanoi responded by 
launching the first of three waves of arrests 
that jailed over one hundred dissidents and in-
troduced sweeping new laws restricting free-
dom of association, assembly, and the Inter-
net. In short, Vietnam’s WTO accession al-
lowed the Communist government free license 
to jail, torture, and abuse. 

Further, when the State Department re-
moved Vietnam from the list of Countries of 
Particular Concern as a gesture of goodwill in 
2006, we once again saw backsliding. Despite 
the State Department’s decision in 2006 to re-
move Vietnam from the list of Countries of 
Particular Concern as designated pursuant to 
the International Religious Freedom Act, Viet-
nam, in fact, continues to be among the worst 
violators of religious freedom in the world. 

According to the United States Commission 
for International Religious Freedom’s 2015 An-
nual Report, ‘‘The Vietnamese Government 
continues to control all religious activities 
through law and administrative oversight, re-
strict severely independent religious practice, 
and repress individuals and religious groups it 
views as challenging its authority . . .’’ I agree 
with USCIRF’s conclusion that Vietnam should 
be designated a CPC country. 

I met courageous religious leaders during 
my trips to Vietnam who were struggling for 
fundamental human rights in their country. Un-
fortunately, many of them, including Father Ly 
and the Most Venerable Thich Quang Do, re-
main wrongly detained today. There are dis-
turbing reports that Father Ly is suffering poor 
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health. There are over 150 prisoners of con-
science in Vietnam. We should not forget 
them. 

Some have made the case that Vietnam 
has made progress in recent years with re-
spect to human rights, especially in regard to 
joining international agreements like the 
United Nations Convention Against Torture. In 
order for there to be real progress, the Viet-
namese Government needs to back up its 
words with actions. The Vietnamese Govern-
ment can show that it is serious about re-
specting and protecting human rights by 
crafting a new religion law that rolls back 
some of the many constraints on religious ac-
tivities, but early indications the new law will 
actually be more restrictive. Vietnam can lift its 
draconian Internet restrictions and allow for 
independent labor organizations. Labor protec-
tions and Internet freedom are critical eco-
nomic as well as human rights issues. 

Despite the dismal status for human rights 
in Vietnam, we can exert pressure on the Viet-
namese Government to cease these abuses. I 
have reintroduced the Vietnam Human Rights 
Act. The Vietnam Human Rights Act of 2015 
seeks to promote the development of freedom 
and democracy in Vietnam by stipulating that 
the United States can increase its non-human-
itarian assistance to Vietnam above FY2012 
levels only when the President is able to cer-
tify that the Government of Vietnam has made 
substantial progress in establishing human 
rights protections. The United States should 
not be rewarding the Vietnamese regime with 
taxpayer dollars when it continues to violently 
repress its own people. 

Swift Congressional action on this bill will 
send a strong message that U.S. will not tol-
erate continuing human rights abuses in Viet-
nam. Its enactment will send an unmistakable 
message to the Government of Vietnam that 
human rights improvements are fundamental 
to better relations, critically linked to our mu-
tual economic and security interests, and can-
not be ignored or bargained away. 

Those intent on passing TPP should also be 
concerned with maximizing leverage over Viet-
nam, with the Vietnamese Government mak-
ing true and lasting concessions on human 
rights, before we agree to provide them with 
the benefits of trade. 

In fact, we heard from a witness at a recent 
hearing I held, the Reverend Nguyen Manh 
Hung of the Mennonite Church of Vietnam, 
how a religious leader has been threatened by 
security forces who told him that once TPP is 
passed, his house of worship will be torn 
down. This is a message that Congress, and 
the American people need to hear, before we 
continue to debate TPP in the abstract: There 
should be no trade deal with Vietnam without 
milestones being met on human rights on a 
permanent and sustainable basis. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE WAYNESBORO, 
PENNSYLVANIA YMCA FOR 100 
YEARS OF HISTORY AND SERV-
ICE 

HON. BILL SHUSTER 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Waynesboro Area YMCA on the 

occasion of its 100th year of service to the 
Waynesboro community. 

The Young Men’s Christian Association 
(YMCA) was first established in 1844, and has 
grown into a worldwide organization that rep-
resents the pursuit of a healthy body, mind, 
and spirit. The Waynesboro community has 
been fortunate to have the Waynesboro Area 
YMCA since 1915, and today I congratulate 
the organization for 100 years of positive im-
pact on the community. 

From the momentous laying of the original 
building’s cornerstone to today, the Waynes-
boro Area YMCA’s Board of Directors, staff, 
and community members have put an impres-
sive amount of work into continually growing 
and improving the Y’s impact on the commu-
nity. Countless renovations, fundraising efforts, 
and hours of work have enabled the Waynes-
boro Area Y to reach a community presence 
of which its 1915 founders would be proud. 

Today the Waynesboro Y has a member-
ship of nearly 3,600 people and offers more 
than 100 different programs. With a true com-
munal spirit, it financially assists over 300 
youth and 150 adults for membership and pro-
grams, providing over $90,000 in scholarships 
annually. Though much has changed about 
the Waynesboro Y, it has remained committed 
to the principles by which it was founded—the 
pursuit of a healthy body, mind, and spirit with 
a Christian basis. 

I am privileged to congratulate the Waynes-
boro Area YMCA for a century of history and 
service to the Waynesboro community, and to 
thank all who have helped this YMCA continue 
its success. 

f 

IN HONOR OF KEITH ISRAEL 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the remarkable public service career of 
Keith Israel, who is retiring as the General 
Manager of the Monterey Regional Water Pol-
lution Control Agency (MRWPCA), after 27 
years. Under Mr. Israel’s leadership, the 
MRWPCA has grown to serve 250,000 people 
and treat 18.5 million gallons each day. 

After obtaining a Bachelor of Science in 
Chemical Engineering and a Masters in both 
Environmental Engineering and Business Ad-
ministration, Mr. Israel worked for five years 
as General Manager of the Victor Valley 
Wastewater Reclamation District. In 1988, Mr. 
Israel came to the Monterey Peninsula and 
immediately began to revolutionize the work of 
the MRWPCA. In the 1990’s, MRWPCA con-
structed the Regional Treatment Plant (RTP) 
near Marina under his leadership. The effi-
ciency and new treatment plans spearheaded 
by Mr. Israel and brought about by the RTP’s 
development led to increased economic op-
portunity and business and housing develop-
ment in the Monterey region. Also in the 
1990’s, Mr. Israel began collaborating with the 
Monterey County Water Resources Agency to 
begin a project to reduce groundwater with-
drawal and allow for the use of recycled water 
for 12,000 acres of farmland in the Salinas 
Valley. 

Throughout his tenure at the MRWPCA, Mr. 
Israel has served as a visionary, coordinating 

the Salinas River Diversion Project and Pure 
Water Monterey Project, all while working tire-
lessly to facilitate collaboration between local 
leaders to advocate for sustainable water re-
sources. Because of Mr. Israel’s dedication to 
reducing the MRWPCA’s carbon footprint, the 
agency has made great strides in the imple-
mentation of environmentally progressive proc-
esses, leading to recognition such as the 
Breathe California Central Coast Clean-Air 
Award and a partnership with ENERGY STAR. 
Mr. Israel has also built a personal reputation 
of excellence in the industry; throughout his 
career, he has served on the Boards of Amer-
ican Water Works Association and WateReuse 
Association and maintained leadership posi-
tions in the California Association of Sanitation 
Agencies. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in sharing our gratitude to Keith 
for a job well done and extend our best wish-
es to him and his family this next chapter of 
life. I know that even in retirement, he will still 
find himself involved in the community and 
continue to better the Monterey Peninsula just 
as he has done through his work at the 
MRWPCA these last 27 years. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LT. CHRIS MILLER 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to recognize Lieutenant Chris J. 
Miller, Commanding Officer of Coast Guard 
Station Channel Islands Harbor, on the special 
occasion of his transfer to the Coast Guard 
District Eight New Orleans District Response 
Advisory Team. 

During his time as Commanding Officer, 
Lieutenant Miller expertly managed 51 active 
duty and reserve personnel while directing the 
safe and efficient completion of over 3,000 un-
derway hours, conducting more than 1,400 
missions and sorties in support of 176 Search 
and Rescue cases and 300 recreational and 
commercial boardings. His leadership resulted 
in the saving of 53 lives, the preservation of 
over 4.5 million dollars in property, and signifi-
cantly improved boating safety along the coast 
of California. 

Under his command, Lieutenant Miller regu-
larly held annual National Safe Boating expos, 
each hosting between 800 to 1,000 visitors 
annually and provided an average of 420 tours 
of station boats including hosting 22 marine 
supply vendors, fire rescue, police, Red Cross 
and local maritime organizations. The Expo 
continues to issue over 90 new lifejackets and 
promote rescue demonstrations that are highly 
successful and showcase the efforts made by 
the United States Coast Guard. 

Additionally, Lieutenant Miller’s outstanding 
leadership has resulted in his receipt of nu-
merous awards and accolades to include the 
Coast Guard Commendation and Coast Guard 
Achievement Medals, Commandant Letter of 
Commendation Medals, Coast Guard Good 
Conduct Medals, as well as a number of other 
personal and service awards. 

Along with his exemplary service in the 
United States Coast Guard, Lieutenant Miller 
is an active leader in the community balancing 
a rigorous work schedule with serving commu-
nity needs in several local organizations. He 
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volunteered with the Camarillo YMCA and the 
Naval Base Ventura, Youth Sports Association 
where he coached basketball and soccer for 
six youth teams. He volunteered at local 
homeless shelters and rescue missions distrib-
uting food at Thanksgiving and giving out gifts 
at Christmas. He routinely opened the station 
for tours to local schools and provided out-
reach by visiting and speaking at local schools 
during Career Day functions. 

For over two decades, Lieutenant Miller’s 
exceptional career and community involve-
ment is indicative of his commitment to serv-
ing his country. As he embarks on a new 
chapter in his life as Commanding Officer for 
the Coast Guard District Response Advisory 
Team in New Orleans, Louisiana, I want to ex-
press my sincere appreciation for Lieutenant 
Miller’s honorable and selfless service to our 
community. I wish him the best in all his future 
endeavors. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING 
MIKE RINGLER 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize and commend John 
Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Ringler on the occasion of his 
retirement, having served for 17 years on the 
House Appropriations Committee. In total, he 
has provided more than 27 years of distin-
guished, quiet service to our country. His in-
tegrity stands as a model for us all. 

Mike, a native of Rector, Pennsylvania, 
graduated from Georgetown University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Foreign Service, en-
hancing his experience by studying abroad in 
the United Kingdom and Ecuador. He also 
earned a Master of Public and International 
Affairs from the University of Pittsburgh. Mike 
counts himself as an avid fan of Steelers foot-
ball and Hoyas basketball, and he fine tunes 
his own basketball skills at weekend games 
with friends and colleagues. 

Mike began his career in Washington, D.C. 
in 1987 as a Presidential Management Intern 
at the U.S. Information Agency, Bureau of 
Educational and Cultural Affairs. From there, 
he rose through the ranks as a budget analyst 
then financial manager by 1996 before spend-
ing a year as the budget officer for the Broad-
casting Board of Governors. In 1997, he start-
ed his dedicated service to the House Appro-
priations Committee, serving as Professional 
Staff from 1997 through 2001; Majority Clerk 
and Staff Director from 2002 through 2006; 
Minority Clerk and Staff Director from 2007 
through 2010; and finally as Majority Clerk and 
Staff Director from 2011 through the early 
spring of 2015. Mike spent his entire Congres-
sional career working on the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Subcommittee, where he was re-
sponsible for leading the review, analysis, and 
production of the annual appropriations bill 
providing more than $50 billion for the Depart-
ment of Commerce, the Department of Jus-
tice, the National Aeronautics and Space Ad-
ministration, the National Science Foundation, 
and several related agencies. He also 
oversaw spending for various State Depart-
ment programs and the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Mike recently has gone back to his roots and 
now works for his alma mater, the University 
of Pittsburgh. 

Mike’s contributions extend beyond his role 
on the Appropriations Committee. For years, 
he participated as a reading mentor with Ev-
erybody Wins! in Washington, D.C., a literacy 
mentor program with one-on-one, read-aloud 
sessions. Mike’s other passions include 
music—both playing guitar and attending clas-
sical Indian music recitals and small music 
venues. 

Mr. Speaker, Mike Ringler has left a tan-
gible, lasting imprint on the Congress where 
he was known as a calm, diligent force on the 
Committee and a trusted mentor for profes-
sional staff and fellow clerks alike. He will be 
remembered for his many contributions to the 
Committee. I wish Mike and his family contin-
ued success as he enters this next stage of 
his life, and I ask my colleagues to join me in 
expressing my appreciation for his tremendous 
contributions to our nation. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
WILLIAM ‘‘BILL’’ CLEMENS 
WALKER 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. William ‘‘Bill’’ Clemens 
Walker, who passed away peacefully on April 
24, 2015. Bill was born to his loving parents 
Lewis and Ina Walker on May 5, 1925. He 
was raised in Southern Illinois where he at-
tended a one-room schoolhouse, and while at-
tending school he began working in his fa-
ther’s general merchandise store in 
Grantsburg, IL as well as his father’s furniture 
store in Vienna, IL. 

Bill was very successful in his schooling 
having graduated from Vienna Township High 
School in 1942, Northwestern University in 
1945, and the Harvard Business School’s Mid- 
Officer Certificate program for Navy Supply 
Corps Officers in 1945. Bill was very kind and 
hardworking but above all else, he loved his 
family and they were his most prized posses-
sion. For all who knew Bill, one of his proud-
est achievements in life had been serving as 
an Ensign in the U.S. Navy. He was stationed 
as Commissary Officer on Guam, until he was 
honorably discharged in 1946. Bill later dedi-
cated over 32 years working for General Elec-
tric (GE) in computer systems until finally retir-
ing in 1988. Bill was passionate about cook-
ing, photography, writing, and working with 
computers. 

On January 16, 1955 Bill married Ms. Joyce 
(Harkins) Walker in northern Georgia and later 
the pair welcomed their son Jeffrey and 
daughter Nancy. After Joyce’s passing, Bill 
married BettyAnn Walker in 1997. The pair 
lived in Naples, Florida until his passing this 
year. Bill is preceded in death by his father 
Lewis; mother Ina; wife Joyce; and his two 
brothers Newton and James. He leaves be-
hind his wife BettyAnn; son Jeff; daughter 
Nancy; sister Elizabeth; and seven grand-
children. I would like to extend my deepest 
condolences to Bill’s entire family. He was a 
great man whose legacy will continue to live 
on, and he will be missed. 

CONGRATULATING MR. AND MRS. 
CARL AND HEIDE HAGAR ON 
THEIR 50TH WEDDING ANNIVER-
SARY 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Mr. and Mrs. Carl and Heide Hagar 
on their 50th Wedding Anniversary, which they 
will be celebrating on July 10, 2015. 

Carl was born in Oklahoma and grew up in 
Arkansas. After Carl joined the United States 
Army, he was deployed to Germany. During 
his time in Germany, he met his wife, Heide, 
who was born in Altenmunster, Germany. 
Through their married years they lived in Ger-
many, Vietnam, and the United States. Carl 
and Heide settled in Iberia, Missouri and have 
lived there since 1979. After 22 years of serv-
ice in the United States Army, Carl retired. 
Heide worked in the Mess Hall at Fort Leon-
ard Wood, Missouri for 29 years. They have 
raised three children, Lou Ann Elmore, Walter 
Stephen Hagar, and Jeffery Andrew Hagar. 

Marriage is a sacred institution that rep-
resents true love, commitment, and dedication 
to family. This is a special time to celebrate 
and showcase the depth of your love and de-
votion to one another. 

I ask you in joining me in recognizing Mr. 
and Mrs. Carl Hagar on this momentous occa-
sion. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ADEL 
HAGEKHALIL 

HON. TONY CÁRDENAS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. CÁRDENAS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Adel Hagekhalil, Assistant Di-
rector for the City of Los Angeles’ Bureau of 
Sanitation, on his election as President of the 
National Association of Clean Water Agencies 
(NACWA). The Bureau of Sanitation is respon-
sible for operating and maintaining one of the 
world’s largest wastewater collection and treat-
ment systems. Over 6,500 miles of sewers 
serve more than four million residential and 
business customers in Los Angeles and 29 
contracting cities and agencies, treating an av-
erage of 550 million gallons of wastewater 
each day of the year. 

Adel is a dynamic leader who has shown an 
unparalleled ability to collaborate and bring di-
verse interests together for a common 
cause—strengths ideally suited for the 
NACWA Presidency. During this transition 
year for NACWA, Adel’s steady leadership 
style will help ensure that the Association will 
build on its 45-year record of being a dynamic 
and forward-thinking environmental organiza-
tion. 

Beyond his wealth of environmental, engi-
neering, and management expertise, Adel uti-
lized a collaborative approach to watershed- 
based solutions that garnered broad support 
among the public, business, elected officials, 
regulators and policymakers. He moves the 
needle in the right direction, is results-ori-
ented, and gets the job done. 
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Adel is also a staunch and effective advo-

cate for investing in our nation’s aging and 
often deteriorating water infrastructure—invest-
ments that convey both environmental and 
economic benefits and help communities 
across our great nation create jobs, grow, and 
thrive. Adel believes that great communities 
must better understand the true value of water 
and deserve first-class, sustainable water in-
frastructure. 

Under Adel’s direction, the City of Los An-
geles prepared an award-winning Water Inte-
grated Resources Plan (IRP) for the year 2020 
which relies on public input and participation 
and integrates water supply, water reuse, 
water conservation and stormwater manage-
ment with wastewater facilities planning 
through a regional watershed approach. He 
has managed the City’s collection system 
maintenance upgrade efforts resulting in over 
83 percent reduction in sewer spills and over 
70 percent reduction in sewer-related odors. 

Adel’s work on Fats, Oils and Grease (FOG) 
reduction has cut FOG-related spills by 90 
percent. More recently, he led the develop-
ment and adoption of a Low Impact Develop-
ment Ordinance for the City of Los Angeles 
that focuses on rainwater harvesting and run-
off management for new developments and 
redevelopments. In addition, he was instru-
mental in the successful development and 
adoption of a 10-year financial plan including 
the necessary rates adjustment to support the 
renewal of the City’s clean water systems. 

Adel is currently leading the City of Los An-
geles’ Green Infrastructure program where 
stormwater is managed through regional and 
distributed solutions that provide multiple ben-
efits while improving the quality of life in LA’s 
neighborhoods. In addition, he is leading the 
development of the One Water Plan for Los 
Angeles for the year 2040 to manage water 
holistically while reducing consumption, in-
creasing water reuse and reducing depend-
ence on imported water, a critical need in the 
City’s efforts to confront drought conditions. 

Adel has more than 26 years of experience 
in the clean water industry and has published 
numerous technical papers and participated in 
various technical conferences and committees. 
In addition to his service to NACWA, The Bu-
reau of Sanitation is a founding member of the 
U.S. Water Alliance, and Adel is a proud 
member of the American Academy of Environ-
mental Engineers, the American Public Works 
Association, and the Water Environment Fed-
eration. 

Adel has received many awards at the local, 
state and national levels. These include the in-
augural U.S. Water Prize, Heal the Bay’s 
‘‘Walk the Talk Award.″ L.A. Water Keeper’s 
‘‘Making Waves Award,’’ and the American 
Academy of Environmental Engineers Grand 
Award for Planning. More important to Adel 
than these professional accomplishments is 
his family. Adel is a devoted husband and fa-
ther, married to Lubna Farsakh with whom he 
is raising three beautiful children, Jana, Jad 
and Dareen. 

Once again, I wish to congratulate Adel 
Hagekhalil on his election as President of 
NACWA. As he has done for the residents of 
the San Fernando Valley and the City of Los 
Angeles, I am sure he will lead the organiza-
tion down a road marked by innovation, col-
laboration, progress and success. Best wishes 
on future endeavors. 

BEN POWELL EARNS EAGLE 
SCOUT 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Dulles High School’s Ben Powell 
on earning the rank of Eagle Scout with Sugar 
Land Boy Scout Troop 1294. 

Ben is among less than ten percent of all 
Boy Scouts to earn such a prestigious rank by 
dedicating countless hours towards organizing 
and working service projects with Troop 1294. 
For his final Eagle Scout Project, Ben lead 42 
volunteers in a restoration effort throughout 
the historical Farmers’ Improvement Society 
Cemetery. Together, they spent three hours 
resetting over 25 headstones that marked the 
graves of African American war veterans. 
Eagle Scouts exemplify the finest qualities of 
citizenship and leadership. We are extremely 
proud of Ben’s selfless dedication to our com-
munity and for demonstrating such strong 
leadership. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Ben on becoming an Eagle Scout. You 
have a bright future ahead. 

f 

CONGRATULATING HILLARY CLIN-
TON, 2015 RECIPIENT OF THE 
BARBARA JORDAN GOLD MEDAL-
LION FOR LEADERSHIP 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on June 
4, 2015, the Barbara Jordan-Mickey Leland 
School of Public Affairs and the Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law, two of the great insti-
tutions of Texas Southern University, which is 
located in my congressional district and is one 
of the nation’s great historically black colleges 
and universities, awarded the inaugural Bar-
bara Jordan Gold Medallion for Public-Private 
Leadership. 

The Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion for Pub-
lic-Private Leadership is presented annually to 
a woman of demonstrated excellence in the 
public or private sector whose achievements 
are an example and inspiration to people ev-
erywhere, but especially to women and girls. 

The Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion for Pub-
lic-Private Leadership is presented annually to 
a woman of demonstrated excellence in the 
public or private sector whose achievements 
are an example and inspiration to people ev-
erywhere, but especially to women and girls. 

It was my honor to present the Barbara Jor-
dan Gold Medallion to the Honorable Hillary 
Clinton, the former First Lady of Arkansas and 
the United States, U.S. Senator, and Sec-
retary of State. 

As I stated at the award ceremony, it was 
fitting that the inaugural recipient of this award 
is a person whose life and achievements em-
body the passion and principles and values 
and commitment to service of Barbara Jordan. 

When asked to name the woman living any-
where in the world whom they admire most, 
Americans have named Hillary Clinton in each 
of the last 13 years and 17 of the last 18. 

As a leader on the national and international 
stage, Hillary Clinton represented our nation 
with distinction and grace, always reflecting 
our highest ideals and aspirations. 

It was First Lady Hillary Clinton who trav-
eled to Beijing to speak truth to power, declar-
ing on behalf of women and girls everywhere 
that: ‘‘human rights are women’s rights. And 
women’s rights are human rights.’’ 

It was Hillary Clinton who gave voice to 
what many of us have always understood, 
when she said that to raise a happy, healthy 
and hopeful child, ‘‘it takes a family, it takes 
teachers, it takes clergy, it takes business 
people, it takes community leaders, it takes 
those who protect our health and safety, it 
takes all of us.’’ 

That, yes indeed, ‘‘it takes a village to raise 
a child.’’ 

But before Hillary Clinton was a household 
name, many of us in Texas remembered her 
as a brilliant young activist whose passion for 
justice and equality brought her to Texas in 
1972 to help poor people and African Ameri-
cans and Latinos register to exercise the right 
to vote they had been denied so long. 

Passed in 1965 with the extraordinary lead-
ership of President Lyndon Johnson, the 
greatest legislative genius of our lifetime, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 was bringing dra-
matic change in many states across the 
South. 

But in 1972, change was not coming fast 
enough or in many places in Texas. 

In fact, Texas, which had never elected a 
woman to Congress or an African American to 
the Texas State Senate, was not covered by 
Section 5 of the 1965 Voting Rights Act and 
the language minorities living in South Texas 
that Hillary Clinton came to help were not pro-
tected at all. 

But the Voting Rights Act of 1965, the voter 
registration work performed in 1972 by Hillary 
Clinton in Texas, along with hundreds of oth-
ers, helped elect Barbara Jordan to Congress. 

In 2006, during the floor debate on the reau-
thorization of the Voting Rights Act, I said: 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is no ordi-
nary piece of legislation. For millions of 
Americans, and many of us in Congress, the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 is a sacred treas-
ure, earned by the sweat and toil and tears 
and blood of ordinary Americans who showed 
the world it was possible to accomplish ex-
traordinary things. 

But a terrible blow was dealt to the Voting 
Rights Act on June 25, 2013, when the Su-
preme Court handed down the decision in 
Shelby County v. Holder, 537 U.S. 193 (2013), 
which invalidated Section 4(b), the provision of 
the law determining which jurisdictions would 
be subject to Section 5 ‘‘preclearance.’’ 

The reason the Court gave for its ruling was 
that ‘‘times have changed.’’ 

Times have changed, but what the Court did 
not fully appreciate is that the positive 
changes it cited were due almost entirely to 
the existence and vigorous enforcement of the 
Voting Rights Act. 

And that is why the Voting Rights Act is still 
needed today. 

In the same way that the vaccine invented 
by Dr. Jonas Salk in 1953 eradicated the crip-
pling effects but did not eliminate the cause of 
polio, the Voting Rights Act succeeded in 
stymying the practices that resulted in the 
wholesale disenfranchisement of African 
Americans and language minorities but did not 
eliminate them entirely. 
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In Texas, we know this from personal expe-

rience. 
On the same day that Shelby County v. 

Holder was decided officials in Texas an-
nounced they would immediately implement its 
Photo ID law, and other election laws, policies, 
and practices that could never pass muster 
under the Section 5 preclearance regime. 

This stands in contrast to President Lyndon 
Johnson, who understood that the right to vote 
is: 

The most powerful instrument ever devised 
by man for breaking down injustice and de-
stroying the terrible walls which imprison 
men because they are different from other 
men. 

Because Barbara Jordan understood the im-
portance of protecting the right to vote, she 
authored the 1975 amendment that became 
Section Sections 4(f)(3) and 4(f)(4) of the Vot-
ing Rights Act, which extended to language 
minorities the protections of Section 4(a) and 
Section 5, which also had the effect of sub-
jecting Texas to the pre-clearance provisions 
of Section 5. 

I am pleased that the inaugural recipient of 
the award given in Barbara Jordan’s name 
also understands, as she made clear in her 
acceptance remarks in which she called for re-
forms to make it easier, not harder, for Ameri-
cans to exercise the franchise, including auto-
matic, universal registration of voters once 
they turn 18; and a national standard of not 
fewer than 20 days of early in-person voting in 
every state, including opportunities for week-
end and evenings. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Texas Southern 
University, and the Barbara Jordan-Mickey Le-
land School of Public Affairs and Thurgood 
Marshall School of Law for honoring the mem-
ory of one of a great American by establishing 
the Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion and I con-
gratulate the 2015 recipient of this prestigious 
award, the Honorable Hillary Clinton. 

I look forward to congratulating future recipi-
ents of the Barbara Jordan Gold Medallion in 
the years to come. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call no. 375, due to unforeseen cir-
cumstances I was unable to vote on H.R. 160, 
the Protect Medical Innovation Act. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA. 

f 

HONORING THE CHURCH OF THE 
LIVING GOD 

HON. ANDY BARR 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Church of the Living God in Win-
chester, Kentucky. This church is celebrating 
their twenty-fifth anniversary in ministry on 
July 26th. Led by Pastors Thomas and Lela 
Hall and Mike and Angela Smith, this church 

is an important part of the Clark County com-
munity. Their ministry touches the lives of their 
members, others in the community, and peo-
ple all throughout the world by the service and 
mission work that they carry out. I congratu-
late the Church of the Living God on their 
twenty five years serving God and impacting 
the region through the Lord Jesus Christ and 
I wish them a long and productive future in 
ministry. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO SHENANDOAH 
FLORAL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Shenandoah Floral of 
Shenandoah, Iowa. For over 90 years, Shen-
andoah Floral has been a staple in the Shen-
andoah community. According to local history, 
the florist shop was first recorded in the local 
phonebook in 1925. In 2006, Shenandoah Flo-
ral was purchased by current owner Nancy 
Maher. Nancy purchased the shop when it 
was in danger of closing and has turned the 
business into a success story. 

Nancy had no prior experience running a 
floral shop, so the assistance of the existing 
staff helped in making Shenandoah Floral suc-
cessful. Nancy contributes the success of the 
floral shop to her employees. Nancy wanted to 
keep the floral shop in operation in order to 
keep existing jobs in Shenandoah. She stated 
that, ‘‘If the doors had closed, they’d have just 
been out of a job.’’ Nancy has been committed 
to preserving Shenandoah’s downtown area 
and keeping the downtown business district 
viable. 

Since assuming ownership of the floral 
shop, Nancy has seen many changes in the 
operation of the business, such as the stream-
lining of operations by using advanced tech-
nology and computers. She remembers hand-
writing orders. Nancy takes pride in the serv-
ices that the floral shop provides. The shop re-
ceives orders from around the world, including 
from our men and women in the military who 
wish to send flowers to family members. The 
business cherishes the many friends and cus-
tomers they have served for the past 90 
years. 

I commend Shenandoah Floral and their 
staff for their 90 years of dedicated service to 
Shenandoah and southwest Iowa. I urge my 
colleagues in the House to join me in con-
gratulating Shenandoah Floral for their many 
achievements in the florist industry. I wish 
them and all of their employees best wishes 
moving forward. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JACK LUND’S 
RETIREMENT AFTER 40 YEARS 
OF LEADERSHIP IN THE YMCA 

HON. GREGORY W. MEEKS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Jack Lund and his retirement after 
forty years of leadership and service in the 
YMCA. 

Jack currently serves as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the YMCA of Great-
er New York, the largest YMCA in the United 
States. As head of New York City’s largest pri-
vate youth-serving organization, Jack is dedi-
cated to strengthening the foundations of com-
munities in New York City through programs 
that nurture the potential of children and 
youth, improve the health and well being of in-
dividuals and communities and address some 
of New York City’s most challenging social 
problems. 

Jack has pioneered programs in education, 
civic engagement and immigrant services. 
Most recently, the Y has launched signature 
programs addressing the academic achieve-
ment gap for children living in poverty, the epi-
demic of youth obesity and disconnected 
young people—who have dropped out of 
school and are not working. 

Jack has spent 40 years working for various 
YMCAs, starting his service in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. Prior to joining the YMCA of 
Greater New York, he served as president and 
CEO of the YMCA of Metropolitan Milwaukee 
from 1995 through 2004. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Mr. Jack 
Lund on this remarkable occasion. I ask that 
my colleagues join me in wishing him a won-
derful retirement and many years of happi-
ness. 

f 

REMOVAL OF UNITED STATES 
ARMED FORCES FROM IRAQ AND 
SYRIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Con. Res. 55, which requires 
the President to withdraw our troops deployed 
in Iraq and Syria before the end of the year 
unless Congress passes an Authorization for 
Use of Military Force (AUMF) to combat ISIL. 

I do want to stress that I support many as-
pects of the military operations the President 
is currently conducting against ISIL, including 
the use of American air power against ISIL 
targets and in support of Iraqi and Kurdish 
forces, as well as the deployment of limited 
numbers of American troops to help train and 
equip those forces. However, it has now been 
ten months since the President sent troops 
into Iraq and Syria and four months since the 
President sent Congress a proposed AUMF to 
combat ISIL. While I have serious concerns 
with that proposed draft, we owe it to our 
troops and the American people to at the very 
least have a debate in Congress on our mili-
tary engagement in Iraq and Syria. 

My primary concern is that the President 
continues to rely on the 2001 Authorization for 
Use of Military Force Against and Al-Qaeda 
and associated forces and the 2002 Authoriza-
tion for Use of Military Force against Iraq as 
justification to take military action against ISIL. 
While he has repeatedly stated that he will not 
deploy ground troops in a combat role in ei-
ther Syria or Iraq, these existing authorities 
leave that door open. We need to sunset both 
the 2001 AUMF and 2002 AUMF and pass a 
narrowly tailored AUMF to combat ISIL that 
provides the authority necessary to degrade 
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and defeat ISIL without dragging the United 
States into another unnecessary ground war in 
the Middle East. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JANE HART 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a good friend and a pioneer from my 
home state of Michigan, Jane Hart. Jane 
passed away on June 5, 2015. 

Some of us in Congress knew Jane through 
her husband, the late Senator Phil Hart, for 
whom the Hart Senate Office Building is 
named and who was known as the ‘‘con-
science of the Senate.’’ I had the privilege of 
knowing her personally through common en-
deavors in Michigan. So while Jane Hart was 
her husband’s partner in so many ways during 
his service to the people of Michigan, she was 
a leader and a trailblazer in her own right. She 
was a person with an unusual combination of 
a sense of responsibility for the common 
good, family loyalty and respect for individ-
uality. 

Like so many women during World War II, 
Jane was committed to helping the American 
war effort. She was involved with the Amer-
ican Red Cross, helping to found their motor 
corps. She trained other women to drive the 
trucks built in Michigan factories to military 
bases around the country and to ports for 
transport overseas. Her involvement in this ef-
fort led to her interest in flying. During a time 
when there were very few women pilots, Jane 
earned licenses to fly single and multi-engine 
airplanes. She later became the first woman in 
the state of Michigan to earn a license to fly 
helicopters, and during her husband’s first 
campaign for the Senate, she flew Phil to 
campaign events throughout the state. 

Her passion for flight led to an interest in 
the space program, and she, along with 12 
others, were the first women to pass the phys-
ical and psychological tests required by NASA 
of astronaut candidates. NASA denied their 
entry into the astronaut program, and the De-
troit News reported that she commented at the 
time, ‘‘The men just could not get it and the 
country lost a great opportunity.’’ While this 
group of women, who became known as the 
Mercury 13, never went to space themselves, 
their efforts and their advocacy helped to pave 
the way for Sally Ride to become the first 
American woman astronaut, and for all the 
women who have contributed so much to our 
space program since Ms. Ride’s historic flight. 

As a pioneer for women in flight and in 
space, it was no surprise that Jane Hart was 
a powerful advocate for women’s rights in 
general. In 1966, Jane was a founding board 
member of the National Organization for 
Women (NOW), where she chaired the new 
organization’s Task Force on Legal and Polit-
ical Rights, and she helped to establish NOW 
chapters in Michigan and in Washington, DC. 
For many years, she passionately advocated 
for an Equal Rights Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. In recognition of her leadership, 
Jane was inducted into the Michigan Women’s 
Hall of Fame in 2007. 

Jane was also a well-known peace activist 
during the tumultuous period of the Vietnam 

War, which her son Michael told the Wash-
ington Post sometimes made things ‘‘a little bit 
. . . complicated’’ for her husband. But, as 
her son also noted to the Post, ‘‘On occasion 
someone would demand of him, ‘Can’t you 
control that wife of yours?’ But the senator 
would respond, ‘Why would I?’ ’’ 

While leading a life of adventure and advo-
cacy, Jane Hart also raised her family with 
love and commitment. She and Phil Hart had 
nine children, eight grandchildren, and seven 
great-grandchildren. To them, and to all who 
knew her, Jane Hart was a vital force whose 
intelligence, energy and passion were inspira-
tional. I encourage my colleagues to join me 
in remembering Jane Hart’s remarkable con-
tributions to our country and in extending con-
dolences to the Hart family on her passing. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE REVEREND 
ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance 
that I rise today to pay tribute to an out-
standing spiritual leader and man of God, the 
Reverend Roosevelt Franklin. Sadly, Rev-
erend Franklin passed away on Monday, June 
15, 2015. His passing leaves a tremendous 
void in the hearts of his family, friends, and 
followers in Georgia and across the world. A 
funeral service was held in his honor on Satur-
day, June 20, 2015 at 1:00 p.m. at First Bap-
tist Church in Macon, Georgia. 

Reverend Roosevelt Delano Franklin John-
son was born on August 30, 1933 in Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee to James and Cora 
Ponds Johnson. He attended Oxford School of 
Divinity in England. Reverend Franklin began 
his ministry in 1966, and for the past forty-nine 
years, he has been a willing vessel for the 
Lord. 

Known around the world as the ‘‘Original 
Georgia Prophet,’’ Rev. Franklin traveled the 
globe teaching people of all walks of life. He 
served as pastor of Free For All Baptist 
Church in Greenwood, South Carolina from 
1951 until 1952, when he became a spiritual 
radio minister. He ministered at Spiritual 
Church in Aiken, South Carolina from 1962– 
1963. His journey then took him to Macon, 
Georgia, where he became President of 
United Council of Spiritual Ministers and Tal-
ent Coordinator and Promoter of numerous re-
nowned spiritual singers. 

Always seeking to improve the craft of 
Christian ministry and discipleship, Rev. 
Franklin created the television program, ‘‘The 
Prosperity Way of Living’’ and the radio pro-
gram, ‘‘Echo of Prophecy,’’ in the early 1960s. 
In 1966, Rev. Franklin founded the Holy Trinity 
House of God, which he pastored until his de-
parture to his eternal reward. 

Rev. Franklin proudly served the craft of 
Smooth Ashlar Grand Lodge. He was National 
Grand Orator for the National Grand Council 
of Nine. Rev. Franklin received numerous 
awards and recognitions for his accomplish-
ments. 

A charismatic leader with an infectious spir-
itual zeal, Reverend Franklin had a way of en-
suring that his listeners found their way to 

prosperity and happiness as they lived their 
lives in Christ. But beyond his radio ministry, 
Rev. Franklin made himself available to those 
who sought a relationship with Christ, and he 
would hold personal consultations with anyone 
who needed guidance and encouragement. 
He taught people to be positive, to search for 
knowledge, and overall, to be guided by the 
voice of God. Rev. Franklin was truly a man 
of integrity who exuded the genuine principles 
and values of Christian discipleship. 

On a personal note, I have truly been 
blessed by Rev. Franklin’s sage counsel and 
enduring friendship over the many years I 
have known him. 

Dr. George Washington Carver once said, 
‘‘No individual has any right to come into the 
world and go out of it without leaving behind 
distinct and legitimate reasons for having 
passed through it.’’ We are so blessed that the 
Reverend Roosevelt Franklin passed this way 
and shared with us his legacy of service that 
will stand the test of time. Surely, the wealth 
of wisdom that Reverend Franklin has given to 
his listeners will forever resonate in their 
hearts and spirits. 

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along 
with the more than 730,000 people in the Sec-
ond Congressional District of Georgia, would 
like to extend our deepest sympathies to Rev. 
Franklin’s family, friends, and followers during 
this difficult time. May we all be consoled and 
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy 
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE BOROUGH 
OF BANGOR’S 140TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate the 140th anniversary of the Bor-
ough of Bangor, located in Northampton 
County, Pennsylvania, and its listing on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

The area now known as Bangor, PA was 
settled in 1735. It was first named Uttsville 
after Adam Utt, one of the area’s first hotel 
builders. In 1855, the name was changed to 
New Village. Slate was discovered in 1856. 
Robert M. Jones, from Bethesda, Wales, 
founded the slate industry, and the first quarry 
opened in 1863. Bangor was incorporated as 
a borough on May 5, 1875. At that time, the 
population was 1,500. It was and is the core 
community in what came to be known as the 
Slate Belt region of Northampton County. At 
its height, Bangor’s slate was known as the 
finest in the world, and Bangor was home to 
over seven major hotels. 

In the mid-1990s, a group of Bangor resi-
dents sought to preserve the borough’s histor-
ical assets to secure its future vitality. In 2007, 
Bangor’s Borough Business Revitalization Pro-
gram joined a regional Main Street Program to 
foster the image of Bangor’s traditional assets. 
The program later evolved into the Slate Belt 
Community Partnership, which continued the 
work. The National Register of Historic Places 
listing was approved in late 2014. Its focus is 
the slate extraction industry and the ethnic 
groups it attracted to Bangor from 1866–1940. 

I offer congratulations to the residents of 
Bangor for fulfilling their vision of a preserved 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:57 Jun 24, 2015 Jkt 049060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\A23JN8.008 E23JNPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

3T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E947 June 23, 2015 
Historic District. I applaud their dedication to 
history and to their community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF JACK SANTOS SHIMIZU 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life and legacy of my dear friend 
Jack Santos Shimizu. Mr. Shimizu served our 
island and country faithfully and passed away 
on June 5, 2015 at the age of 75. 

Jack was born on March 23, 1940 to Joa-
quin Torres Shimizu and Ana Santos Shimizu. 
He grew up in the village of Dededo and was 
a member of the first graduating class of 
Santa Barbara Catholic School. As a child, 
Jack survived the Japanese occupation of 
Guam during World War II and was a member 
of Guam’s greatest generation. He joined the 
United States Navy in 1957 at just 17 years 
old. Jack served in the U.S. Navy for 28 years 
before retiring as Master Chief Petty Officer in 
July 1985. 

Upon retiring from the Navy, Jack returned 
to Guam and settled in Latte Plantation in the 
village of Mangilao. He continued a life of 
service to our community and served in sev-
eral positions in the Government of Guam. He 
was appointed the Chief of Police of the 
Guam Police Department and the Director of 
the Guam Department of Corrections. 

Most notably, Jack dedicated much of his 
time to helping veterans. He was instrumental 
in founding the Guam chapter of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH). Jack was 
the current Commander of the Asia-Pacific 
Military Order of the Purple Heart. He devoted 
his time to carry out the mission of the MOPH 
to foster an environment of goodwill and ca-
maraderie among combat wounded veterans, 
promote patriotism, support necessary legisla-
tive initiatives, and most importantly, provide 
service to all veterans and their families. Jack 
was active in promoting the organization to 
Purple Heart recipients and making them 
aware of services that were available to them. 
He, along with other members would visit 
homebound residents to assess their needs 
and offer assistance. He would also lead the 
organization in fundraising to assist other 
charitable organizations. Additionally, Jack vol-
unteered his time at the Veterans Affairs Of-
fice in Asan. He will be remembered as a lov-
ing and giving man who was always willing to 
help others. 

I am deeply saddened by the passing of Mr. 
Jack Santos Shimizu, and I join the people of 
Guam in celebrating his life and recognizing 
his dedicated service to Guam and our coun-
try. My thoughts and prayers are with his wife, 
Teresita Quintanilla Shimizu, his children, fam-
ily, loved ones and friends. He will be missed, 
and his memory will live on in the hearts of 
the people of Guam. 

TRIBUTE TO WILL BABOCK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Will 
Babock from Panorama High School in 
Panora, Iowa for winning the Class 2A Boys 
State Golf title. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this stu-
dent demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent him and his family in the United 
States Congress. I know all of my colleagues 
in the House join me in congratulating Will on 
competing in this rigorous competition and 
wishing him continued success in his edu-
cation and high school golf career. 

f 

HONORING INTERNATIONAL YOGA 
DAY 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a global day of physical and mental ex-
ercise as the world celebrates International 
Yoga Day on June 21, 2015. 

Yoga is a physical, mental, and spiritual 
practice that aims to integrate the body and 
the mind. It encourages participants to as-
sume various postures and to conduct breath-
ing exercise, subsequently allowing them to 
achieve a deeper sense of consciousness and 
tranquility. 

Developed around the fifth and sixth century 
BCE by the ancient Indian civilizations of the 
Indus River Valley, yoga is a hallmark of the 
Indian culture. The world’s religions that origi-
nate from India—Buddhism, Hinduism, and 
Jainism—utilize yoga as a central part of their 
religious and cultural traditions. In fact, yoga 
appears prominently in the Bhagadad Gita, 
one of Hinduism’s most important texts, and in 
some of the earliest Buddhist texts. 

In the mid-19th century, the Western public 
gained an active interest in yoga, valuing the 
practice for its transcendental experience. By 
the 1980’s, yoga became viewed as a means 
to promote physical wellbeing, citing improve-
ments to mental health and flexibility. 

On December 11, 2014, the United Nations 
General Assembly declared June 21st as 
International Yoga Day. The importance of this 
special day cannot be understated, because 
as the saying goes, ‘‘in the practice of yoga, 
one can emphasize the body, the mind, or the 
self and hence the effort can never be fruit-
less.’’ 

This year, there will be a rally on June 21 
celebrating International Yoga Day in Times 
Square. I am honored to recognize the invalu-
able gift of consciousness and well-being that 
yoga has brought to the people of the United 
States and the world, and I wish the partici-
pants of International Yoga Day a stimulating 
experience. 

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE 
MAJOR GENERAL DAVID F. 
WHERLEY, JR., DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA NATIONAL GUARD RE-
TENTION AND COLLEGE ACCESS 
ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Major General David F. Wherley, Jr., 
District of Columbia National Guard Retention 
and College Access Act (NGRCA) on the six- 
year anniversary of the tragic June 22, 2009 
Metro crash, where General Wherley, former 
Commanding General of the D.C. National 
Guard, his wife, Ann, and seven others were 
killed when Metro trains collided on the Red 
Line. Yesterday, the District of Columbia 
opened Legacy Memorial Park in Ward 4 to 
honor those who lost their lives and the 70 
area residents who were injured. My bill would 
permanently authorize funding for a program 
that provides grants for higher education to 
members of the D.C. National Guard, which is 
funded by the federal government. I have re-
named this bill after General Wherley because 
he worked tirelessly with me to get funding for 
the program for many years, and because of 
his devotion to the youth of the District of Co-
lumbia. 

The NGRCA authorizes an education incen-
tive program, recommended by the late Gen-
eral Wherley and his successor, Major Gen-
eral Errol Schwartz, to stem the troublesome 
loss of members of the D.C. Guard to other 
units. Surrounding states offer such edu-
cational benefits to their Guards. I am grateful 
that Congress has provided funds for the pro-
gram in recent years, most recently in fiscal 
year 2015. Naming a permanently authorized 
program after General Wherley would memori-
alize his service to the country and to the 
Guard in a way that I know his family would 
appreciate. Authorizing funding is necessary to 
ensure that D.C. Guard members receive the 
same treatment and benefits as other National 
Guard members, particularly those in states 
that provide the higher education benefits we 
seek for D.C. Guard members. The Guard for 
the nation’s capital has a limited ability to 
compete for regional residents, who may find 
membership in the Maryland and Virginia 
Guards more beneficial. A competitive tuition 
assistance program for the D.C. Guard will 
provide significant and much needed incen-
tives to help maintain enrollment and level the 
field of competition. The D.C. Guard is a fed-
eral instrument not under the control of the 
mayor of the District of Columbia. The federal 
government supports D.C. Guard functions 
and should support this small benefit as well. 

I appreciate that the Congress has not hesi-
tated to fund the education benefits for the 
D.C. National Guard. These small education 
incentives have not only encouraged high- 
quality recruits, but have helped the D.C. 
Guard to maintain the force necessary to pro-
tect the federal presence here, including in the 
event of a natural disaster or terrorist attack. 
I am pleased to introduce the bill based on the 
advice of Guard personnel, who best know 
what is necessary. 

I urge my colleagues to support the bill. 
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HOUSTON ASIAN CHAMBER OF 

COMMERCE 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the 
Houston Asian Chamber of Commerce. 

The Houston Asian Chamber of Commerce 
has served our community well for 25 suc-
cessful years. They have been vigilant in their 
mission to develop future business leaders 
and to promote the economic development of 
Houston-area Asian-American communities. 
The Asian Chamber of Commerce also has a 
pivotal role in promoting trade for both Hous-
ton, Texas and Asia. Chamber Co-chairs 
Samina Farid, Gordon Quan and Stephen Le, 
Sr. recently threw an event that truly honored 
the achievements of the last 25 years. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Houston Asian Chamber of Commerce 
on a wonderful 25 years. Thank you for all 
that you have done for our community. 

f 

HONORING THE 175TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LICKING UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the 175th anniversary of the 
Licking United Methodist Church located in 
Licking, Missouri. The church was organized 
in 1840 as the first Methodist Society of Lick-
ing which met at parishioners’ homes and later 
a schoolhouse. 

Since its founding, the church’s space and 
membership have steadily grown. By 1937 the 
church had built an entire new sanctuary with 
a seating capacity of roughly 500 people and 
added a new cobblestone vestibule and bell 
tower in 1950. In addition to providing a place 
for communal prayer for a devoted congrega-
tion, they also actively serve the local commu-
nity. The church has regular food drives, hosts 
free dinners open to all, organizes blood 
drives, and even supports a community gar-
den. Through its long and rich history, the 
church’s vital congregation has remained an 
integral part of the city of Licking. 

For their ongoing dedication to serving 
Christ and their community, it is my pleasure 
to honor the Licking United Methodist Church 
on their 175th anniversary before the House of 
Representatives. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, on June 18, 
2015, I missed a Roll Call vote. Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘YEA’’ on Roll 
Call #375, on passage of the Protect Medical 
Innovation Act. 

TRIBUTE TO DR. DAN KINNEY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dr. Dan Kinney, President 
of Iowa Western Community College in Coun-
cil Bluffs, Iowa. Dr. Kinney has devoted his ca-
reer to the community college system. Iowa 
Western Community College has been a vital 
part of the development of Southwest Iowa 
since being founded in 1967, and Dr. Kinney 
has led the college for the past 21 years. Dr. 
Kinney has been responsible for the growth 
and expansion of this outstanding community 
college. He has helped to build a learning in-
stitution that has a reputation for providing a 
quality education and producing skilled grad-
uates. 

Iowa Western currently offers 84 different 
vocational and technical programs, as well as 
Arts and Sciences transfer majors. Current en-
rollment exceeds 5,500 students and there are 
over 42,795 enrollments in continuing edu-
cation classes each year. In recognition of Dr. 
Kinney’s successful tenure, the College Board 
of Trustees recently announced that the new 
engineering and technology building would be 
named in his honor. This honor is given to Dr. 
Kinney for his dedication and determination to 
move the college forward by meeting the 
growing demand for students in engineering 
and technology. 

Dr. Kinney’s leadership has been critical to 
the development of this premier, state-of-the- 
art, and respected learning institution in the 
state of Iowa. Dr. Kinney is an Iowan who has 
made a difference in the lives of many and for 
that we are deeply proud. He has dedicated 
his life to helping and serving others and so it 
is with great honor that I recognize him today. 
I know my colleagues in the House join me in 
honoring his accomplishments. I thank him for 
his service and wish him and his family all the 
best moving forward. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO JAPANESE AMERICAN 
CITIZENS LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIP 
RECIPIENTS 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sacramento Japanese American 
Citizens League’s annual high school scholar-
ship recipients. As the members of the Sac-
ramento Japanese American Citizens League 
and the students gather to celebrate, I ask all 
of my colleagues to join me in recognizing 
these deserving young women and men. 

Each year, the Sacramento Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League provides scholarships to 
a select group of high school students who 
have demonstrated academic excellence, 
community service and commitment to pursue 
a higher education. These students will be 
honored in a public ceremony at the Sac-
ramento Japanese American Citizens 
League’s scholarship dinner this evening. This 
year the following outstanding students will re-

ceive scholarships: Kevin Abdelnour, John F. 
Kennedy High School; Kenji Bennett, Mira 
Loma High School; Quinn S. Fujii, C.K. 
McClatchy High School; Lindsey Kikumoto, 
Laguna Creek High School; Benjamin 
Kopania, Oak Ridge High School; Reid 
Masaki, West Campus High School; Jasper 
Miura, Mira Loma High School; and Alex 
Playdon, C.K. McClatchy High School. 

I would also like to recognize last year’s 
scholarship recipients: Sydney Kajioka, La-
guna Creek High School; Aaron Matsuda, C.K. 
McClatchy High School; Kari Nakamura, John 
F. Kennedy High School; Matthew Nakatomi, 
John F. Kennedy High School; Rebecca Uda, 
C.K. McClatchy High School; and Kayla 
Umemoto, Mira Loma High School. 

The Sacramento Japanese American Citi-
zens League is dedicated to advancing the 
civil rights of all Americans, while also leading 
the Japanese American community to further 
social and economic equality. I trust that the 
students being recognized will carry this tradi-
tion forward to protect the civil rights of all of 
our citizens and stay engaged in their commu-
nities. 

Mr. Speaker, as these students are being 
recognized by the Japanese American Citi-
zens League members, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in wishing them success in their future 
endeavors. 

f 

HONORING DR. LUCIANO 
FRANCISCO RAMON BACA 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor the 
life of Dr. Luciano Francisco Ramon Baca, 
otherwise known as ‘‘Lu’’ in his beloved com-
munity. 

Born and raised in Las Vegas, New Mexico, 
Dr. Lu dedicated his life in the service of oth-
ers and to his fellow New Mexicans. For more 
than 10 years, Lu worked as a Social Studies 
teacher at Leah Harvey Middle School teach-
ing students the heartfelt principles, values, 
and beliefs that make our country great. Dr. 
Lu’s work transcended the classroom; as 
Head of the Legislative Educational Com-
mittee Lu spearheaded efforts to better fi-
nance and improve educational outcomes in 
New Mexico. 

Dr. Lu also had a firm belief that our work-
force—the individuals who gave their hard 
work, persistence and determination to build 
our country—deserved the support and protec-
tions they earned when they retired. After 
serving in state government, Lu dedicated his 
life to senior citizens, and carried out every 
task with the full weight of his energy. He 
served as the former chief of public school fi-
nance for the New Mexico Department of Fi-
nance and Administration, helped create the 
constitution of the State Board of Education as 
well as the equalized Public School Funding 
Formula in 1974, and served on the Board of 
Directors for La Familia Medical Center and 
with the AARP for 15 years. 

More than anything, Lu loved his family and 
wife of 55 years, Mindy Esquibel Baca. In fact, 
it was rare to find a time when they were not 
sharing an experience together, celebrating a 
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family event, or helping out in the community. 
Dr. Lu cherished his time with his family and 
could be consistently found going above and 
beyond to help out an individual in need. 

While Dr. Lu is no longer with us, his lasting 
contributions are still a presence in the com-
munity to this day. His character is espoused 
in the individuals he inspired throughout his 
life, and his enduring principles live on in the 
hearts and minds of all those he met. May the 
memory of Dr. Lu continue to live on in all of 
us. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DICK 
ROSSBERG 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Dick Rossberg—fa-
ther, husband, grandfather, and Torrance pa-
triarch—who passed away on June 10, 2015, 
at the age of 87. 

Dick was a passionate and rare human 
being whose love of Torrance was evident in 
all he did. He was a resident of Torrance 
since 1956 and served on the City Council 
and as president of the chamber of com-
merce. He was president of the Palos Verdes 
Rotary, Hollywood Riviera Sportsman’s Club, 
Los Verdes Men’s Golf Club and South Bay 
Cities Association. 

Our community owes Dick a debt of grati-
tude for his many achievements. Dick was an 
advocate of Old Torrance redevelopment ef-
forts, ensuring that the history of Torrance 
would be passed on to future generations. He 
founded Torrance’s Community Energy Action 
Committee, which proved to be important dur-
ing the 1978 energy crisis. Dick helped build 
a nationally recognized economic education 
program in the city’s schools, as well. 

Dick has left a tremendous and indelible 
mark on the City of Torrance. He touched 
countless lives and made each of them better 
for having known him. 

Dick is survived by his wife of 62 years, 
June, his sons, Kirk and Chris, his daughters, 
Claudia McClain and Jill Carlton, and his three 
grandchildren. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the remarkable life of my dear friend, Dick 
Rossberg. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KEN FARFSING 

HON. ALAN S. LOWENTHAL 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LOWENTHAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Ken Farfsing, upon his retire-
ment as the City Manager of the City of Signal 
Hill, California on June 30, 2015. 

I’ve had the pleasure of working with Ken 
on local and state-wide issues for almost 20 
years while serving on the Long Beach City 
Council, in the California State Legislature, 
and now in the U.S. Congress, and I consider 
him to be a dear friend. 

Ken has over 33 years of experience in 
community development, redevelopment, eco-

nomic development and city management in 
five Southern California communities. Ken has 
spent the last 19 years serving the City of Sig-
nal Hill, and I am honored to recognize his 
outstanding career. 

Ken began his career with the City of Santa 
Fe Springs, California in 1981 as an intern. In 
1985 he was promoted to Community Devel-
opment Director. 

In 1988 he continued his career as the 
Community Development Director for the City 
of Downey. He later became Downey’s Assist-
ant City Manager and Director of Economic 
Development. He served as the City Manager 
of the City of South Pasadena for four years 
before coming to Signal Hill. 

Under his guidance, the city established 
three commercial centers, Town Center North, 
Town Center West and the Signal Hill Gate-
way Center. He facilitated the relocation of a 
Mercedes Benz dealership to Signal Hill and 
the expansion of Glenn E. Thomas Dodge 
Auto Dealership, growing sales tax revenues 
from 6 million dollars to more than 12 million 
dollars. Additionally, he completed the devel-
opment of six community parks and a new po-
lice station. 

Ken has been active in regional issues and 
a leader with expertise on water issues, work-
ing with the 27 area Gateway Cities Council of 
Government on water, storm water and urban 
runoff regulation and practices. He served as 
chair of the City Manager’s Steering Com-
mittee for the Gateway Cities Manager’s 
Group and was a member of the ‘‘Water Qual-
ity Task Force’’ of the League of California. 

Ken Farfsing’s leadership and service to the 
community of Signal Hill will be greatly 
missed. I want to wish him the very best as he 
retires. His impact on the city will always be 
remembered. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to ask all of my 
distinguished colleagues to join me in thanking 
Ken Farfsing for his 19 years of public service 
with the City of Signal Hill. 

f 

VICTOR VALLEY COLLEGE 
FOUNDATION TURNS 40 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to cel-
ebrate the 40th anniversary of the Victor Val-
ley College Foundation’s establishment. This 
organization has helped Victor Valley College 
better serve my constituents of the High 
Desert by providing students the tools to 
achieve not only their academic goals, but life 
goals as well. Students have received more 
than $6 million in scholarships, allowing them 
to focus on their studies rather than how to 
pay for college. 

Through donations, grants, and partner-
ships, the Victor Valley College Foundation 
has expanded the budget of the Victor Valley 
College by nearly $50 million. In doing so, 
higher education has been more accessible 
than public funding alone would have allowed. 
Over the past 40 years, almost every depart-
ment and program at Victor Valley College 
has been supported by the Foundation, of 
which are the School of Nursing, Southern 
California Logistics Airport School of Aviation 
Technology, Solar Photovoltaic Design and In-

stallation, Automotive Technology Hybrid Vehi-
cle Maintenance, Geographic Information Sys-
tems, Contract and Community Education, and 
Paramedic Academy. 

The Victor Valley College Foundation has 
enriched campus life by supporting student ex-
perience programs that include the Associated 
Student Body, Athletics, Model United Nations, 
Performing Arts, and Tropical Research Insti-
tute. Among its major accomplishments, the 
Foundation helped open and outfit influential 
campus facilities like the Performing Arts Cen-
ter, Student Activities Center, Regional Public 
Safety Training Center, and the new Dr. Prem 
Reddy Health and Science Building. 

Finally, I would like to congratulate the 
Board Officers, Directors, Emeritus Council, 
and the Staff members on the Victor Valley 
College Foundation’s 40th Anniversary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO GLORIA WHETSTONE 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Gloria Whetstone for 50 
years of service with the CHI Health Mercy 
Hospital in Council Bluffs, Iowa. Gloria was 
hired on March 6, 1965, and she is the first 
employee to be honored for this milestone an-
niversary. She has worked on every floor of 
the old and new hospital facilities, including 
the cardiac care unit, psychiatry unit, and in 
the Intensive Care Unit. Gloria is always will-
ing to lend a helping hand to her co-workers 
and has been an educator for many years, 
teaching Basic Life Support and Advanced 
Cardiac Life Support classes. 

Throughout her career, Gloria has volun-
teered in her community as an agent of 
change. She makes and donates crib sheets 
for Birthright, helps with funerals at St. Pat-
rick’s Church, makes cookies to send to our 
U.S. troops overseas, is involved in commu-
nity events through her local sorority, is an ac-
tive member of the Pioneer Garden Club, and 
helps out with the upkeep and maintenance of 
the neighborhood pool. Gloria and her hus-
band, James, have four children, 13 grand-
children, and two great-grandchildren. 

Gloria has been a mentor to many young 
nurses and monitor techs throughout her ca-
reer. She is a shining example of compassion 
and excellence in the work she does. Gloria 
received the Spirit of Mission Award given by 
CHI Health Mercy Hospital system, which is 
the highest honor given to employees and 
physicians. Gloria contributes daily to the or-
ganizational success by regularly dem-
onstrating excellence in all four core areas: 
reverence, integrity, compassion and excel-
lence. Gloria has touched many lives during 
her 50 years of service, she takes pride in her 
work, and is a testament to hard work and 
caring for others. 

Gloria Whetstone is an Iowan who has 
made our community and state proud. She 
has dedicated her life to helping and serving 
others, and it is with great honor that I recog-
nize her today. I know that my colleagues in 
the House join me in honoring her accomplish-
ments. I thank her for her service and wish 
her and her family all the best moving forward. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SUMMIT 

OF HOPE PROGRAM 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
the Summit of Hope, which has become one 
of the most successful programs at reducing 
recidivism in the nation. Too many former in-
mates leave prison ill-prepared to find work 
and resume their lives, and the rate at which 
prisoners return to incarceration is far too 
high. The economic and human costs associ-
ated with high recidivism rates are unaccept-
able, and we must work for change. 

The Summit of Hope is a collaborative effort 
between the Illinois Department of Correc-
tions, the Illinois Department of Public Health 
and local organizations throughout the state. 
In 2014, over 13,000 parolees and proba-
tioners received resources and assistance 
which helps many of them along the path to 
successful re-entry into society. Overseen by 
Senior Community Outreach Administrator 
Marcus King, the Summit of Hope is an exam-
ple of how we can work together to address 
our most pressing challenges. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be joining Summit of 
Hope and community leaders at an event in 
North Chicago, Illinois. I consider it an honor 
to be a part of their initiative. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE PUBLIC 
SERVICE OF TOM PARROTT 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, today, I wish to 
commemorate the public service of Tom 
Parrott. Tom is retiring from the Social Secu-
rity Administration after more than four dec-
ades of service to the millions of Americans 
who rely on Social Security. I serve as the 
Ranking Democrat on the Committee on Ways 
and Means, and over the years my colleagues 
and I and our staff have relied heavily on 
Tom’s thoughtful and accurate advice as we 
crafted Social Security and Supplemental Se-
curity Income legislation. We and our constitu-
ents owe Tom our thanks for his careful stew-
ardship of their contributions and the benefits 
they rely on to live. 

Tom’s roots at Social Security are deep, as 
his father of the same name and his mother 
served at SSA before him. In fact, Tom says 
he can remember polishing the family car so 
his parents could go to the movies with Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Ball. 

In January 1975, Tom began his service at 
Social Security as a claims representative in 
the Midtown Manhattan district office, before 
being assigned to the Rochester, New York 
and, subsequently, Redding, California district 
offices. In 1980, he was welcomed back to his 
home town of Baltimore as a policy analyst in 
the predecessor office of the current Office of 
Legislation and Congressional Affairs. He then 
devoted himself for the last 35 years to work-
ing on federal legislation, providing impartial 
and knowledgeable counsel. He has been Act-
ing Deputy Commissioner for Legislation and 

Congressional Affairs, and currently serves as 
Assistant Deputy Commissioner. 

Tom’s commitment to public service runs 
deeply. Prior to coming to Social Security, 
Tom was a VISTA volunteer and later a field 
health inspector working for the State with mi-
grant farm workers in the potato and apple 
growing regions of western New York. Tom is 
a 1972 graduate of Denison University, and 
completed the Federal Executive Institute’s 
Leadership for a Democratic Society program 
in 2005. He became a member of the Senior 
Executive Service in 2008. 

As evidenced by his long and successful 
service in SSA’s legislative affairs office, Tom 
has a keen eye for public policy, under-
standing the need to balance competing ob-
jectives in a politically and operationally work-
able fashion, and always with the Americans 
who rely on Social Security firmly in mind. We 
and our staffs have enjoyed working with 
Tom—one of his gifts is the ability to retain a 
calm demeanor and a sense of humor no mat-
ter what the situation. We have relied greatly 
on Tom’s assistance and wise counsel over 
the years. We thank him for his service, and 
we wish him a well-earned retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MS. JOYCE ANN BROWN 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Ms. Joyce Ann 
Brown of Dallas, Texas. Ms. Brown was 
wrongly convicted of aggravated robbery in 
1980 and unfairly served over nine years in 
prison despite her innocence. Following her 
release in 1989, Ms. Brown used her story to 
fight for justice for those wrongly convicted in 
Texas and around the country. Her passing on 
June 13, 2015 leaves a void in the city of Dal-
las and I join the Texas community in giving 
our condolences to the Brown family. 

Ms. Brown was raised in Dallas, Texas. In 
1980, at the age of 33 she was accused of 
murder after a local robbery turned violent. 
Despite eyewitness testimony verifying her 
alibi, Ms. Brown was wrongfully convicted. Fol-
lowing her conviction, Ms. Brown refused to 
be a victim of her circumstances and fought 
for a dignified release. 

After numerous appeal requests went unan-
swered, Ms. Brown was finally permitted a re- 
trial and released on bond on November 3, 
1989. After being incarcerated for nearly a 
decade for a crime she did not commit, she 
was finally able to see her charges dropped 
on February 14, 1990. 

Following her release, Ms. Brown served as 
an assistant for nine years to Dallas County 
Commissioner, John Wiley Price and later 
founded MASS, Mothers/Fathers for the Ad-
vancement of Social Systems. Ms. Brown’s or-
ganization aimed to use her experience and 
passion to help others who were wrongfully 
convicted. 

Ms. Brown spent the remainder of her life 
advocating on the behalf of currently and for-
merly incarcerated populations with the goal of 
promoting their successful reintegration into 
society. Her autobiography Joyce Brown: Jus-
tice Denied remains as a testament to both 

the events that led to her wrongful conviction 
and her commitment to ensuring justice for all 
following her exoneration. 

In honor of Ms. Joyce Ann Brown, a tireless 
advocate for justice, this statement will be en-
tered into the congressional record on Tues-
day, June 23, 2015. She will be remembered 
as a leader, trailblazer and true public servant 
for the state of Texas and beyond. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,689,167,905.61. We’ve 
added $7,525,812,118,992.53 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF MR. 
JOHN R. ROZZO 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. John R. Rozzo. Mr. 
Rozzo was highly respected within the com-
munity for his career as an educator, his dedi-
cation to the community, and his love for his 
friends and family. 

John was born on January 17th, 1941 to 
Samuel and Mary G. Airato Rozzo. He grad-
uated from Girard High School in 1958 and 
afterwards attended Youngstown State Univer-
sity, where he received his B.S. in Education 
in 1963. John began teaching social studies 
and science at St. Edward School in Youngs-
town in 1962 while working towards his Mas-
ter’s in Education, which he received in 1968 
from Westminster College. He eventually went 
on to serve as principal for St. Edwards 
School, Our Lady of Mt. Cannel in Niles, St. 
Dominic Elementary School in Youngstown, 
and St. Joseph Elementary School in 
Austintown before retiring in 2011. His legacy 
as a teacher and administrator lives on 
through all of his students whose lives he im-
pacted through his work. 

Mr. Rozzo was also a highly regarded lead-
er. He was a man who constantly sacrificed 
his time for his community. As an educator, he 
served as regional superintendent, member of 
the Trumbull County Parochial Schools Prin-
cipal’s Advisory Board, the Diocesan Board of 
Education and Athletic Director. At St. Joseph 
parish, he was a lector, Eucharistic minister, 
and leader of prayer. Being the advocate for 
education that he was, John served as judge 
and checker for the Vindicator Spelling Bee for 
over 40 years. He also showed a fierce com-
mitment to the Austintown Girls’ Softball 
league by serving as a president, coach, man-
ager and was inducted as a member of their 
hall of fame. 
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St. Joseph Parish named Mr. Rozzo man of 

the year, a title anyone in the community 
could agree he undoubtedly deserved. John is 
survived by his wife of 51 years, the former 
Janet M. Berard whom he married May 2, 
1964; his children, Pamela J. Pasquale, 
Denise M. Rozzo, Alaina M. Chepke, and 
John A. Rozzo; his brother and sisters, Phyllis 
Soroka, Connie Nickell, Anthony Rozzo, Ginny 
Gustovich and Marilyn Bianco; his aunt, Fran 
Airato; his 10 grandchildren, his great-grand-
daughter, Leighton and many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins and friends. John Rozzo leaves 
behind a great example for all of us to follow 
as a man of faith, community activism, and 
true leadership. He will be dearly missed. 

f 

THE MISSING BLACK MALE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, as the mother of two 
black men and grandmother of two black 
boys, we’re here to talk about a crisis in our 
communities: the crisis of missing black men. 

In order for us to understand where these 
men have gone, we must understand the root 
of the problem. Simply put, too many places in 
our nation are a tale of two cities. One city is 
bright, shiny and new—it’s home to new con-
dominiums and fancy restaurants. The other 
city is littered with boarded up stores, aban-
doned homes, and too many people without a 
job and without hope. 

This disparity did not happen overnight. 
We’ve lived with these structural injustices for 
centuries. But it wasn’t until race riots erupted 
in Watts, Chicago, and Detroit in 1968 that our 
government began to take notice. 

After the riots, President Johnson convened 
the Kerner Commission to investigate the root 
causes of the unrest. The Commission found 
a nation ‘‘moving towards two societies, one 
black, one white, separate and unequal.’’ 
Tragically, this report could have been written 
last week. In the last 50 years, these structural 
injustices have barely budged. And black men 
are still being pushed out of American society. 

According to a New York Times report pub-
lished in April, there is an estimated 1.5 million 
black men aged 24–54 who are simply miss-
ing from civic life. Let me repeat—one in six 
black men have disappeared from civic life. 
1.5 million black men missing—that can be 
hard to visualize. 

So think about it this way: 
There are more African-American men miss-

ing nationwide than there are African-Amer-
ican men residing in Los Angeles, Philadel-
phia, Detroit, Houston, Washington D.C. and 
Boston, combined. Let me say that again: 
There are more African American men missing 
from our society than black men living in Los 
Angeles, Philadelphia, Detroit, Houston, 
Washington D.C. and Boston—COMBINED. 

Many have been lost to our jails and pris-
ons, which disproportionately incarcerate black 
men. And others have lost their lives far too 
young. Some are the victims of homicide; oth-
ers, the victims of a healthcare system that 
fails to care for them. This is tragic—but it’s 
hardly surprising. The inequity of opportunity 
for black men starts at birth. 

More than one in three black children are 
born into poverty. The cycle of poverty con-
tinues in school systems that institutionalize 
discrimination and racial bias. While black stu-
dents represent just 18 percent of preschool 
enrollment, they account for 42 percent of pre-
school student expulsions. 

We are talking about kids that are 2–5 years 
old—these kids don’t even get a start, let 
alone a head start. And this crisis of inequality 
extends from education to the economy itself. 
Over the past four decades, the average un-
employment rate for blacks has been DOU-
BLE the rate for white Americans. 

And the current unemployment rate for 
black men over 20 stands at 10.2 percent— 
that’s higher than the national average at the 
height of the recent recession. For many black 
men, it feels like there is a permanent reces-
sion. In the world’s richest and most powerful 
nation, it is simply inexcusable for the inequi-
ties to persist. 

Mr. Speaker—this must be our call to ac-
tion. 

We must come together like never before to 
address the systemic inequalities that are en-
demic in our nation—inequalities that leave 
black men behind. 

We know that one in six African American 
men are missing because they are incarcer-
ated or the victims of premature deaths. To 
start undoing this crisis, we need a coordi-
nated approach including legislation, local pro-
grams and broad national initiatives. 

We must re-double our support of the Presi-
dent’s My Brother’s Keeper initiative. I encour-
age everyone, especially my Congressional 
colleagues, to encourage your local leaders to 
engage in this initiative, which builds ladders 
of opportunity and unlocks the full potential of 
boys and young men of color through a col-
laborative public-private partnership. 

We must also look for innovation solutions 
that are currently working in our communities 
and bring them to the national stage. I am 
proud that Oakland Unified School District, in 
my congressional district, is the first school 
district to have a dedicated department to ad-
dress the needs of African American male stu-
dents. And we need more like it across the 
country. 

These national and local initiatives are work-
ing but Congress also has a role. It’s past time 
for us to get serious about addressing the lack 
of opportunity for black men and boys in this 
country. 

Right now—today—in this chamber, there is 
legislation that can and will start moving the 
needle. 

Legislation that will create real, good-paying 
jobs—legislation that will give everyone a fair 
chance at a job—legislation that will ensure a 
college degree is within reach for everyone, 
regardless of where they were born or what 
race they are. Legislation that will bring health 
equity and reform our broken criminal justice 
system. 

In my role as co-chair of the CBC Task 
Force on Poverty and the Economy and Chair 
of the Democratic Whip’s Task Force on Pov-
erty, Income Inequality, and Opportunity, I am 
proud to be working with more than 100 of my 
colleagues, to advance policies that give black 
men—and really all Americans—a fair shot 

This work includes the Half in Ten Act (H.R. 
258)—which would develop a national strategy 
to cut poverty in half the next decade. That’s 

more than 22 million Americans lifted out of 
poverty and into the middle class in just the 
next 10 years by being strategic and coordi-
nating our existing programs. 

We also need to raise the minimum wage— 
and fight for a living wage because too many 
Americans are working full time and still strug-
gling to make ends meet. 

I am proud to cosponsor Congressman AL 
GREEN’s The Original Living Wage Act (H.R. 
122) and Congressman SCOTT’s Raise the 
Wage Act (H.R. 2150), legislation that would 
increase the minimum wage for federal work-
ers and the national minimum wage to $12 by 
2020, respectively. We also need to fight 
against the disparities that persist in our health 
care system. The Affordable Care Act was a 
good start but more is needed. 

For years, the Congressional tri-caucus has 
championed this effort by introducing The 
Health Equity and Accountability Act (HEAA). 
Congresswoman ROBIN KELLY will have the 
honor in introducing this important legislation 
this Congress and I am proud to co-lead this 
effort as co-chair of the CAPAC Health Task 
Force. 

This important legislation builds on the Af-
fordable Care Act and puts us on track to 
eliminate health disparities in our country. 

Lastly, we need to empower communities to 
build greater trust between law enforcement 
and communities of color. And we need to ad-
dress chronic recidivism, which would be a 
huge step towards returning some of our 
‘‘missing’’ men home to their families and 
communities. 

That is why Congress should pass the bi-
partisan Stop Militarizing Law Enforcement Act 
(H.R. 1232), which I am a proud cosponsor of, 
to stop the militarization of our nation’s police 
forces. 

We need to pass the Police Accountability 
Act (H.R. 1102) and the Grand Jury Reform 
Act (H.R. 429) so we can ensure that deadly 
force cases are heard by a judge and there is 
more accountability among police officers. 

I was also proud to lead a letter, signed by 
72 of my colleagues, urging the President to 
adopt a fair chance hiring policy at the federal 
level for individuals who have been previously 
incarcerated. A fair chance hiring policy would 
level the playing field and help stop the cycle 
of recidivism that’s plaguing our communities. 

This is simply the right thing to do: the fed-
eral government shouldn’t put up barriers to 
work for those trying to rebuild their lives after 
making a mistake. It is vital that Congress acts 
to ensure the tragedies in Ferguson, Staten Is-
land, Oakland—in my district—and now Balti-
more are not repeated. 

Mr. Speaker, we can end the phenomenon 
of the missing black male. We must keep call-
ing for action. 

As Dr. King said in his ‘‘Two Americas’’ 
speech that he gave on April 14th, 1968 at 
Stanford University: ‘We must come to see 
that social progress never rolls in on the 
wheels of inevitability. It comes through the 
tireless efforts and the persistent work of dedi-
cated individuals.’ 

We must each be those dedicated individ-
uals working for the social progress that is so 
desperately needed. 

I urge my colleagues: act and act now—too 
much is at stake. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE DOWLING 

CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS 
GOLF TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Girls 
Golf Team from Dowling Catholic High School 
for winning the Class 5–A State Girls Golf Title 
on June 2nd, 2015 at Elmwood Golf Club. 

Dowling Catholic High School has a proud 
tradition of strong athletic programs, with this 
being their 59th team state championship in 
school history. Members of the golf team in-
clude: Anne Gradoville, Allison Olberding, 
Erica Olberding, Hannah Toresdahl, Murphy 
Cavanaugh, Sydney Webb and Ella Dryer and 
Coach Ron Gray. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by these stu-
dents demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent them and their families in the United 
States Congress. I know all of my colleagues 
in the House join me in congratulating the 
Dowling High School Girls Golf Team on com-
peting in this rigorous competition and wishing 
them nothing but continued success. 

f 

IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 615, THE DE-
PARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECU-
RITY INTEROPERABLE COMMU-
NICATIONS 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of the Concur in the Senate 
Amendment to H.R. 615, the Homeland Secu-
rity Interoperable Communications Act for 
three reasons. 

The bill would address interoperability 
among information technology systems and 
radio communications systems to exchange 
voice, data, and video in real time. 

First, the bill will save lives of first respond-
ers and those they seek to help; Second, the 
legislation is necessary to create a seamless 
level of communication among Department of 
Homeland Security components that are first 
responders to a terrorist attack, natural or 
manmade disaster; and finally to meet the 
technological challenges of bridging the com-
munication divide between different commu-
nications systems used by first responders 
within the Department of Homeland Security. 

As a senior member of the House Com-
mittee on Homeland Security, I am well aware, 
as are many of my colleagues, of the essential 
and lifesaving role of communications during a 
crisis. 

Because the tragedy of September 11, 
2001, was compounded by communication 
failures among the brave first responders who 
entered the burning towers that comprised the 
World Trade Center it has been an imperative 
of the Homeland Security Committee to ad-
dress first responder communication interoper-
ability challenges. 

The number of first responders lost on that 
single day was the greatest loss of first re-
sponders at any single event in U.S. History: 

343 New York City Fire Department fire-
fighters; 23 New York City Police Department 
officers; 37 Port Authority Police Department 
officers; 15 EMTs and 3 court officers were 
casualties of the attacks. 

The need for this bill authored by Congress-
man PAYNE is evident. 

The City of Houston covers over a 1000 
square mile region in Southeast Texas. It has 
a night-time population of nearly two million 
people, which peaks with over three million 
daytime inhabitants. 

The City of Houston’s 9-1-1 Emergency 
Center manages nearly 9,000 emergency calls 
per day. The volume of emergency calls can 
easily double during times of inclement weath-
er or special City social/sporting events like 
Hurricanes Ike in September 2008; and 
Katrina as well as Rita, which occurred in 
September and October of 2005). 

Annually, one out of every ten citizens uses 
EMS. 

There are over 200,000 EMS incidents in-
volving over 225,000 patients or potential pa-
tients annually. On the average, EMS re-
sponds to a citizen every 3 minutes. Each 
EMS response is made by one of 88 City of 
Houston EMS vehicles. 

In 2013, the City of Houston’s fire Depart-
ment lost Captain EMT Matthew Renaud, En-
gineer Operator EMT Robert Bebee, Fire-
fighter EMT Robert Garner and Probationary 
Firefighter Anne Sullivan when they responded 
to a hotel fire. 

Throughout the history of the Houston Po-
lice Department over 110 officers have lost 
their lives in the line of duty. 

Each member of the House of Representa-
tives knows of the loss of a first responder 
who was going to the aid of those in harm’s 
way. This bill will offer additional resources to 
the first responders of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

The bill amends the Homeland Security Act 
of 2002 to include among the responsibilities 
of the Under Secretary for Management re-
sponsibilities with respect to policies and di-
rectives to achieve and maintain interoperable 
communications among the components of the 
Department of Homeland Security (DHS). 

The Under Secretary of Homeland Security 
would submit to the House and Senate Home-
land Security Committees a strategy, which 
shall be updated as necessary, for achieving 
and maintaining interoperable communica-
tions, including for daily operations, planned 
events, and emergencies, with corresponding 
milestones, that includes: 

An assessment of interoperability gaps in 
radio communications DHS components, as of 
this Act’s enactment date; 

Information on DHS efforts and activities, in-
cluding current and planned policies, direc-
tives, and training, since November 1, 2012, to 
achieve and maintain interoperable commu-
nications, and planned efforts and activities to 
achieve and maintain interoperable commu-
nications; 

An assessment of obstacles and challenges 
to achieving and maintaining interoperable 
communications; 

Information on, and an assessment of, the 
adequacy of mechanisms available to the 
Under Secretary to enforce and compel com-
pliance with interoperable communications 
policies and directives of DHS; 

Guidance provided to DHS components to 
implement interoperable communications poli-
cies and directives; 

The total amount of funds expended by 
DHS since November 1, 2012, and projected 
future expenditures, to achieve interoperable 
communications; and 

Dates upon which DHS-wide interoperability 
is projected to be achieved for voice, data, 
and video communications, respectively, and 
interim milestones. 

The bill ensures that the Department of 
Homeland Security would conduct a survey of 
intra-agency efforts or task forces that have 
been delegated responsibilities for achieving 
and maintaining interoperable communica-
tions, and report on the status of these efforts, 
including: 

Progress on each interim milestone; infor-
mation on any policies, directives, guidance, 
and training established by the Under Sec-
retary of Homeland Security; an assessment 
of the level of compliance, adoption, and par-
ticipation among the DHS components with 
the policies, directives, guidance, and training 
established by the Under Secretary; and infor-
mation on any additional resources or authori-
ties needed by the Under Secretary. 

This bill will ensure that the Department of 
Homeland Security’s first responders are pre-
pared to meet the challenges of manmade or 
natural disasters. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in voting in 
favor of H.R. 615. 

f 

RACHAEL TURNER TOPS THE 
CHARTS 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Rachael Turner for her continued 
success in Nashville as a country music artist. 
To find such success in Nashville’s competi-
tive country music scene is an amazing ac-
complishment. 

Rachael, a Fort Bend Christian Academy 
graduate and Sugar Land native, has shown 
remarkable artistic ability and charisma while 
finding great success in the music industry. 
Rachael signed with Rustic Records where 
her two most recent singles, ‘‘Matches and 
Moonshine’’ and ‘‘Meet Me in the Middle’’ 
have both made it in to the top 50 on the 
Music Row Charts. She most recently per-
formed at the annual CMA music festival in 
Nashville. We hope to see you take the Hous-
ton Rodeo stage next. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Rachael for taking the country music indus-
try by storm. 

f 

PROTECTING SENIORS’ ACCESS TO 
MEDICARE ACT OF 2015 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 18, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
Medicare and Social Security are our nation’s 
sacred trusts with seniors and disabled Ameri-
cans. Senior citizens in New Jersey and 
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across the county have worked hard through-
out their lives to provide for their families and 
help build our communities, all while making 
their fair and full contributions of taxes into the 
programs. It is our duty to respect these sac-
rifices and ensure that programs continue to 
deliver on promises made. 

To that end, I was proud to cosponsor and 
support today’s House passage of H.R. 1190, 
the Protecting Seniors’ Access to Medicare 
Act of 2015. This bipartisan legislation would 
completely repeal the Independent Payment 
Advisory Board (IPAB), an unelected and un-
accountable board of fifteen bureaucrats who 
would possess the power to determine what to 
pay doctors who provide critical treatments 
and services under Medicare. 

Created under the fundamentally flawed and 
wildly unpopular Affordable Care Act (ACA)— 
or Obamacare—IPAB’s recommendations 
would be considered under fast track proce-
dures that would limit critical Congressional 
input and oversight. Whether or not it is called 
rationing, IPAB’s mandated focus on short- 
term savings could result in deep cuts to phy-
sician payments and ultimately lead doctors to 
stop seeing Medicare beneficiaries—seriously 
undermining seniors’ healthcare decision mak-
ing process and jeopardizing their access to 
lifesaving and quality care. 

The repeal of IPAB will allow Congress to 
continue focusing on policies to ensure that 
Medicare is sustainable for both current and 
future generations. Last week I was pleased to 
support four bills—H.R. 2505, H.R. 2507, H.R. 
2570, and H.R. 2582—that strengthen and im-
prove Medicare Advantage (MA). These bills 
will ensure increased transparency and acces-
sibility to the popular MA program which pro-
vides millions of Medicare beneficiaries with 
affordable, comprehensive, and innovative 
care plans. 

Medicare is an absolutely critical component 
for the delivery of affordable, quality 
healthcare services for American seniors—and 
I will continue to advocate for legislation that 
properly supports Medicare. Seniors and dis-
abled individuals deserve better than an 
unelected board of bureaucrats that will only 
serve to cut payments, ultimately resulting in 
the denial of certain treatments and services 
and reduced access to care. Congress must 
remain focused on solutions that ensure Medi-
care is sustainable for current and future gen-
erations, and the repeal of IPAB is critical first 
step. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF FOX & GOOSE 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Fox & Goose Public House as 
they celebrate their 40th anniversary. As its 
owners, staff, and loyal patrons gather to cele-
brate this wonderful occasion, I ask all of my 
colleagues to join me in recognizing and hon-
oring the Fox & Goose for their contributions 
to the Sacramento Region. 

Modeled after the famous public house 
bearing the same name in the English town of 
Hebden Bridge, West Yorkshire, Sacramento’s 
Fox & Goose has become a similarly thriving 

institution. Founders Bill and Denise Dalton, 
along with their daughter and current owner 
Allyson Dalton, have successfully created a 
tradition of excellent quality and service that is 
an integral part of Sacramento’s dining scene. 
Since its grand opening on January 15, 1975, 
Fox & Goose has truly embodied its name as 
a public house by providing a gathering place 
for all to visit with friends, unwind with a tradi-
tional English or American meal and enjoy 
their wide range of fine beers, wines, and 
Scotch. Every time that I am home, I find time 
to stop by for breakfast and enjoy one of their 
famous olallieberry scones. 

Over its 40 year history, Fox & Goose has 
received a number of accomplishments and 
accolades. The restaurant is widely regarded 
to have the ‘‘Best Breakfast’’ in Sacramento, 
winning awards and honors in this category 
many times, and from a number of different 
publications. Additionally, Fox & Goose’s 
Open Mic and Pub Quiz nights have provided 
a great deal of entertainment for many in the 
Sacramento community to enjoy. The environ-
ment created by Bill and Denise, and sus-
tained by Allyson, has also become the cen-
terpiece of the revitalization of Sacramento’s 
historic R Street. 

Mr. Speaker, as patrons gather for their 
40th anniversary celebration, I am pleased to 
honor and recognize Fox & Goose for its im-
portant role in enhancing Sacramento’s com-
munity. I ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing them continued success and thanking 
them for their service to the Sacramento re-
gion. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
DAMON J. KEITH 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a proud son of Detroit, Michigan and 
a true icon in the law and in the civil rights 
movement, The Honorable Damon J. Keith. 
Judge Keith, a Senior Judge for the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, 
is the subject of a new film entitled ‘‘Walk with 
Me: The Trials of Damon J. Keith.’’ The world 
premiere of the film took place in Detroit on 
June 17, 2015. 

It is truly fitting that Judge Keith’s story be 
told, and that his contributions to our country 
be more widely known. The grandson of 
slaves, Judge Keith was born on July 4, 1922, 
in Detroit. Judge Keith’s father worked in a 
Ford factory, and pushed his son to be the 
first person in his family to attend college. 
Judge Keith lived up to his father’s expecta-
tions, graduating from West Virginia State Col-
lege in 1943. He was drafted into the Army 
during World War Two after graduating, and 
he served in a segregated unit in Europe. His 
experience in Europe as well as upon his re-
turn to the U.S. had a significant impact on 
him. As he told the Detroit Free Press in 2013, 
. . . ‘‘after the war was over and I returned to 
the States, I could see white German soldiers 
riding in the front of the bus and going into 
restaurants in the States that said ’for whites 
only.’ ’’ This spurred Judge Keith to pursue a 
legal career. 

Judge Keith attended the Howard University 
School of Law, where he was mentored by fu-

ture U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood 
Marshall. He received his degree in 1949 and 
returned to Detroit, where he later earned a 
Master of Laws from Wayne State University. 
In 1964, he founded one of the first African 
American law firms in Detroit. That same year, 
Judge Keith was elected co-chair of the Michi-
gan Civil Rights Commission. The late Judge 
John Feikens served as the other co-chair and 
my brother Carl as general counsel where he 
observed firsthand Damon Keith’s exceptional 
dedication to civil rights for all Americans. Just 
three years later, at the recommendation of 
U.S. Senator Phil Hart, President Lyndon 
Johnson nominated him for appointment to the 
U.S. District Court for the Eastern District of 
Michigan. After serving as Chief Judge of the 
District Court, in 1977 President Jimmy Carter 
nominated him to the Sixth Circuit. He was 
confirmed, and he remains there today. 

His jurisprudence is notable for the number 
of landmark cases which came before him. 
Several of those cases had to do with issues 
of race and segregation, including Davis v. 
School District of the City of Pontiac in 1970, 
which was the first case in the North in which 
a federal court ordered integration, and Baker 
v. City of Detroit in 1979, in which he ordered 
the Detroit Police Department to carry out 
Mayor Coleman Young’s plan to integrate the 
department. One of the other cases for which 
he is known is U.S. v. Sinclair in 1971, in 
which he ruled that President Richard Nixon 
and the Attorney General had no right to wire-
tap individuals in domestic security matters 
without a court order. The Sixth Circuit upheld 
Judge Keith’s decision, as did the U.S. Su-
preme Court in U.S. v. U.S. District Court for 
the Eastern District of Michigan, which be-
came known as the Keith case. And in 2002, 
Judge Keith wrote the Sixth Circuit opinion up-
holding a lower court decision in Detroit Free 
Press v. Ashcroft, which held that the Justice 
Department could not prevent the press and 
the public from witnessing deportation hear-
ings of people suspected of having ties to ter-
rorism. 

Recognizing his leadership despite a dif-
ference in judicial philosophy, in 1987 Chief 
Justice William Rehnquist named Judge Keith 
as National Chairman of the Judicial Con-
ference Committee on the Bicentennial of the 
Constitution. In this role, Judge Keith led his 
colleagues throughout the country in efforts to 
promote the bicentennial of our nation’s 
foundational document. 

In addition to his intelligence and his deep 
belief in the importance of equality for all peo-
ple, Judge Keith is known for his respectful 
nature and his fundamental fairness. The di-
rector of ‘‘Walk With Me,’’ Jesse Nasser, re-
cently told the Detroit Free Press, ‘‘You’re 
hard pressed to find anybody, whether he 
ruled for them or ruled against them, nobody 
will say a bad thing about him. Trust me, we 
tried. If we interviewed someone who was on 
the losing side of a case he ruled on, the first 
thing they’d say is, ‘Before we get started, let 
me go on the record saying Judge Keith is an 
incredibly fair judge and an incredible human 
being.’ ’’ 

Just as the legendary Justice Thurgood 
Marshall mentored a young Damon Keith, so 
too has Judge Keith helped to guide many 
young people who, after having clerked for 
him, have gone on to achieve great things. 
Among those clerked for Judge Keith are 
Judge Eric L. Clay, who serves with Judge 
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Keith on the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals; 
former Michigan Governor Jennifer Granholm; 
Lani Guinier, the first African American woman 
to receive a tenured professorship at Harvard 
Law School; and Jocelyn Benson, the Dean of 
Wayne State University Law School, which is 
home to the Damon J. Keith Center for Civil 
Rights and the Damon J. Keith Collection of 
African American Legal History. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps the most quoted line 
of all of Judge Keith’s decisions came from 
Detroit Free Press v. Ashcroft, in which he 
wrote that ‘‘Democracy dies behind closed 
doors.’’ Judge Keith has devoted his life to 
opening doors for all in society, and indeed in 
ensuring that all who serve in government are 
accountable to the principles upon which our 
nation was founded, and which have been en-
hanced and enriched over time. I encourage 
my colleagues to join me in thanking Judge 
Damon J. Keith for his truly excellent and in-
spirational service to our nation. 

f 

IN OPPOSITION TO H.R. 2685, THE 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AP-
PROPRIATION FOR FISCAL YEAR 
2016 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in opposition to H.R. 2685, the FY16 Depart-
ment of Defense Appropriations Bill. 

While I commend the House Appropriations 
Committee’s support for our servicemembers 
and our national defense, I have serious con-
cerns about the way this bill funds our military 
operations. As was the case with last month’s 
National Defense Authorization Act, this ap-
propriations bill uses the Overseas Contin-
gency Operations budget as a backdoor loop-
hole to get around sequestration by funding 
$38 billion of the Pentagon’s regular base 
budget activities with war funds—a blatant 
abuse of the budget process. Just last year, 
House Republicans criticized the abuse of the 
OCO loophole in their budget report, stating 
that it ‘‘undermines the integrity of the budget 
process’’ and that the Budget Committee 
would ‘‘oppose increases above the levels the 
Administration and our military commanders 
say are needed to carry out operations unless 
it can be clearly demonstrated that such 
amounts are war-related.’’ 

Moreover, in following the strategy of the 
Republican budget, this legislation begins the 
process of locking in sequestration for non-
defense programs, which will have a dev-
astating impact on investments critical to the 
nation. We need to get back to the table to 
have an honest debate about our budget and 
renegotiate the funding caps for both defense 
and nondefense. Only then will we be able to 
provide the necessary resources for our na-
tional security needs and to ensure we keep 
the nation’s commitments to education, re-
search, infrastructure, and other crucial drivers 
of economic prosperity. 

I also have serious concerns with a number 
of other provisions contained in this legislation. 
I strongly object to a measure which provides 
$600 million to train and equip the so-called 
‘‘moderate’’ Syrian rebels. As I have urged re-
peatedly, this initiative could have unintended 

negative consequences that will not serve our 
ultimate goal of defeating ISIS. Unfortunately, 
an amendment offered to strip this funding 
was not adopted. 

I strongly oppose sections 8100, 8101, and 
8102 of this bill, which prohibit funding for the 
transfer of Guantanamo Bay detainees to both 
the United States and abroad. While we must 
pursue and prosecute terrorists that seek to 
do us harm, this facility—and the conduct 
within its walls—have only served to hurt our 
nation in the eyes of the world. It is simply un- 
American to hold individuals without charging 
them for a crime. I was disappointed that 
amendments offered by Congressman NADLER 
to strike these sections from the legislation 
were defeated. I also object to the inclusion of 
unrequested funding for many weapons sys-
tems, including $1 billion for additional Army 
vehicles and weapons systems that the Pen-
tagon said was not necessary. 

I appreciate that this bill contains a Sense of 
Congress stating that this body has a Con-
stitutional duty to debate and decide when to 
authorize the use of military force in the fight 
against ISIL. I support many aspects of the 
military operations the President is currently 
conducting against ISIL, including the use of 
American air power against ISIL targets and in 
support of Iraqi and Kurdish forces, as well as 
the deployment of limited numbers of Amer-
ican troops to help train and equip those 
forces. However, it has now been ten months 
since the President sent troops into Iraq and 
Syria and four months since the President 
sent Congress a proposed AUMF to combat 
ISIL. The President himself said he wanted to 
revise and ultimately repeal both the 2001 
AUMF and 2002 AUMF yet we continue to 
rely on them as justification for our ongoing 
military operations. We owe it to our troops 
and the American people to pass a narrowly 
tailored AUMF that provides the authority nec-
essary to degrade and defeat ISIL without 
dragging the United States into another un-
necessary ground war in the Middle East. 

For those reasons, I was disappointed that 
two amendments offered by Congresswoman 
LEE to sunset the 2001 Authorization for Use 
of Military Force Against and Al-Qaeda and 
associated forces and the 2002 Authorization 
for Use of Military Force Against Iraq were not 
adopted. In addition, an amendment offered 
by Congressman SCHIFF to prohibit the use of 
funds for Operation Inherent Resolve in the 
absence of an AUMF to combat ISIL after 
March 31, 2016 was defeated. 

Despite my opposition to the overall legisla-
tion, I was pleased that a bipartisan amend-
ment introduced by Rep. MASSIE and Rep. 
LOFGREN to limit funding for many backdoor 
programs within Section 702 of the FISA 
Amendments Act passed. I also support the 
increased 2.3 percent pay raise for our troops 
and their families. Finally, I support the inclu-
sion of full funding of the President’s request 
for U.S.-Israel Iron Dome missile defense pro-
gram. 

While this bill does provide much needed 
funding for programs that benefit our men and 
women in uniform, ultimately, it falls short in 
too many areas. It is my hope that many of 
my objections will be resolved in Conference 
with the Senate but I can’t support it in its cur-
rent form. 

TRIBUTE TO MARY HILL AND 
EREN SAGUN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mary Hill 
and Eren Sagun from Des Moines Roosevelt 
High School for winning the Class 2A Girls 
Tennis Doubles title. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by these stu-
dents demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent them and their families in the United 
States Congress. I know all of my colleagues 
in the House join me in congratulating Mary 
and Eren on competing in this rigorous com-
petition and wishing continued success in their 
education and high school tennis career. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE SOUTH CARO-
LINA SHOOTING AND REMOVAL 
OF THE CONFEDERATE FLAG 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
a heavy heart that I rise to speak out against 
the senseless loss of innocent lives resulting 
from another senseless act of violence. 

My thoughts and prayers go out to the peo-
ple of Charleston, South Carolina, the mem-
bers of the Emanuel African Methodist Epis-
copal Church in Charleston, pastored by the 
Rev. Clementa Pinckney, who was one of nine 
persons slain by a gunman motivated by hate. 

Although tragedy has found its way into the 
lives of the individuals murdered and the lives 
of their families there has been some good 
found in this tragic loss. 

Mr. Speaker, the legislature of South Caro-
lina has decided to debate whether to remove 
the flag from the front of the State House 
building after public support from prominent 
legislators, community organizations, and the 
Governor of South Carolina have called for the 
flag to come down now. 

When considering the removal of the flag 
the people must remember the nine lives that 
were lost due to senseless, insensitive, and 
hateful feelings that were influenced by the 
traditions represented by the Confederate flag. 

The Confederate flag has been used as a 
symbol of hate, exclusion, and a brutally offen-
sive past. 

South Carolina should follow in the foot-
steps of Texas which refused to authorize li-
cense plates with the confederate flag on 
them, a decision upheld last week by the U.S. 
Supreme Court. 

Mr. Speaker, Wal Mart, Amazon, Sears, and 
eBay all have made a decision to stop selling 
Confederate flag merchandise. 

The Confederate flag does not represent the 
future of our great country. 

We must embrace a spirit of inclusion and 
goodwill with a mission to eradicate hate and 
ignorance. 

We can no longer allow our past to dictate 
our future, and must use this tragedy as an 
opportunity to eliminate symbols of hate that 
permeate through our society. 
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Mr. Speaker, as a country we must recog-

nize the emotional pain attached to the Con-
federate flag, stand strong together and not 
allow a symbol of hate continue to divide our 
nation. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
no. 375 (H.R. 160) Medical Innovation Act, 
had I been present, I would have voted yes. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100TH BIRTH-
DAY OF MARTHA ANN ELIZA-
BETH ‘‘BROWN’’ BALL 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize Martha Ann Elizabeth ‘‘Brown’’ Ball on 
her 100th birthday on August 17th. 

Mrs. Ball was born in Cleburne County, Ala-
bama on August 17, 1915 to Oscar Sr. and 
Mattie Brown. 

At an early age, she married Omildred (Mill) 
Ball (deceased) and they had 15 children to-
gether including: Willie Ester Ball (deceased), 
Omildred Ball Jr., Tommy Jay Ball (deceased), 
Josie Lee Ball (deceased), Lela Francis Black-
burn, Shirley Ann McCreary, Exa Lee Bell, 
Walter Lewis Ball, Susie Ann Jones, Paul 
Wilford Ball, Cynthia Deloise Ball, Catharine 
Ball (deceased), Katherine Ball (deceased), 
Madeleyn Renay McClendon and Antonio Ball. 

Her favorite hobbies include: reading her 
Bible, quilting, playing dominoes, working 
crossword puzzles and attending the Senior 
Citizen Center. 

Mrs. Ball sang in the Gospel Truetts, a gos-
pel singing group, for over 20 years. Currently 
she attends church at Sweet Home Baptist 
Church in the Silver Run community. She is 
loved by her pastor and church family. 

Most people that know her call her ‘‘grand-
ma’’ or ‘‘Aunt Martha’’ and her children say 
Proverbs 31 best describes Mrs. Ball. Friends 
and family will celebrate her birthday mid-Au-
gust. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the life of Mrs. Ball and wishing her a happy 
100th birthday. 

f 

RECOGNIZING EVA AIRLINES DI-
RECT FLIGHTS FROM TAIWAN TO 
HOUSTON 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize 
another step forward in the great relationship 
between the United States and Taiwan. 

This past Friday, June 19th, EVA Air began 
offering direct flights from Taipei, Taiwan to 

Houston, Texas. The inaugural flight, number 
BR–52, arrived at George Bush Interconti-
nental Airport shortly after 4:00 pm on June 
19th. 

This is the beginning of weekly direct flights 
from Taipei to Houston. In June there will be 
three flights a week which will be increased to 
four flights a week in July. 

EVA Air is looking to serve the Taiwanese 
community of the Houston area by offering 
these direct flights multiple times per week. 
These communities are an important part of 
Texas and I am pleased that EVA Air has fur-
ther facilitated travel between our nations. 

EVA Air operates out of Taiwan and is their 
second largest airline. According to the 
JACDEC Airline Safety Rankings for 2015 
(based on 2014 data), EVA is the 3rd safest 
airline in the world. 

Taiwan and the United States already have 
an outstanding relationship that was codified 
with the Taiwan Relations Act (TRA) of 1979. 
The TRA was created to allow our two nations 
to foster close ties and specifically ‘‘commer-
cial, cultural, and other relations between the 
people of the United States and the people on 
Taiwan.’’ 

The TRA enables our two nations to work 
and partner with one another in a way that is 
unique from all other nations, and these week-
ly flights between Taiwan and Houston are 
just the latest example of how compliance with 
the TRA continues to benefit our citizens 36 
years after its passage. 

f 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

HON. RUBÉN HINOJOSA 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, as of today, 
we have only 3 more legislative days to act in 
order to re-authorize the Export-Import Bank. 

Re-authorizing the bank is common sense. 
Sadly, however, the opponents of the bank 
are operating out of ideological fervor, not 
facts. We should be here dealing with and 
solving real problems, not endangering Amer-
ican jobs with fantastical ideology. 

Contrary to the many assertions made 
against the Bank, the bank is an unbridled, 
market-driven success story which has long 
enjoyed bipartisan support and support from 
both unions and business alike. 

The truth of the matter is that the bank is a 
vital free market economic engine for our 
manufacturers, exporters and job creators. 
This March alone, the Bank financed over 
$1.1 million dollars in exports in my South 
Texas District. Additionally, the Bank has sup-
ported thousands of jobs in my district over 
the past five years. These are good jobs in a 
very high-need area that would not have been 
possible without the Bank. In my home State 
of Texas, the Bank has financed $4 billion 
worth of exports last year supporting thou-
sands of hard working Americans. 

We cannot and should not let the bank ex-
pire. Let us put an end to this nonsense. Mr. 
Speaker, let’s have a vote. 

HONORING KATHLEEN SHEEHAN 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to mark the end of an era at Frontier Regional 
School in Deerfield, Massachusetts. After 35 
years at Frontier, yesterday eighth grade 
science teacher Kathleen Sheehan retired. 
Kathy, or Sheehan, as her students call her, 
over the years wore a variety of hats and held 
a variety of teaching positions. She has 
served her entire teaching career at Frontier. 
Over her 35 years she has held many leader-
ship positions, including Science Department 
Chair, Middle School Team Leader, Field 
Hockey Coach, and President of the Frontier’s 
Teacher’s Association. Sheehan’s impact and 
influence on the students and communities of 
Deerfield, Conway, Whately and Sunderland 
extended far beyond the classroom. 

Always challenging her students to make 
the most of their education both inside and 
outside of the classroom, Sheehan proved a 
role model having taken her own advice. In 
2003, she earned her law degree from West-
ern New England College School of Law and 
immediately put her legal skills to use helping 
other teachers across the Commonwealth 
through the Massachusetts Teachers Associa-
tion. She plans to continue this role as she 
transitions out of the classroom and onto re-
tirement. 

Finally, Sheehan’s commitment extends not 
just beyond the classroom, but beyond the 
school year. As students move on from her 
middle school classroom, she continues to 
foster relationships and offer guidance as they 
navigate high school and plan for college. 
Once graduated, she continues to stay con-
nected to and support her students. She will 
happily tell you how many college graduations, 
advanced-degree graduations, and weddings 
she has attended of former students. Sheehan 
values community and has tirelessly integrated 
herself into that of Western Massachusetts. 

As we all know, teachers are a vital asset 
to society. As a role model for students and 
teachers alike, Sheehan will leave a legacy 
behind at Frontier which is unmatched by any 
other. On behalf of my constituents that attend 
and have graduated from Frontier Regional 
School, I thank Kathy Sheehan for her com-
mitment to education, her students and the 
community. 

f 

REGARDING ROLL CALL VOTES 
376–378 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 23, 2015 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, June 23, 2015, I was unavoidably de-
tained due to the necessity of attending to rep-
resentational duties and committee respon-
sibilities, including participating in Homeland 
Security Committee site visits to Family Deten-
tion Centers in South Texas. Had I been 
present I would have voted as follows: 
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1. On Roll Call 376 I would have voted NO 

(H.R. 1190, Protecting Seniors’ Access to 
Medicare Act of 2015). 

2. On Roll Call 377 I would have voted AYE 
(H.R. 805, Domain Openness Through Contin-
ued Oversight Matters (DOTCOM) Act of 
2015). 

3. On Roll Call 378 I would have voted AYE 
(H.R. 2576, TSCA Modernization Act of 2015). 
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